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Newsletter by

EMAIL Would you like to
Receive future
editions by email?

For a suggested donation of £6 per year a copy of each
edition will be personally emailed to you in PDF format.
Subscriptions may be paid by cheque or BACS.

Enquiries to mark@corefields.com
Subject: Newsletter by email

Please consider a subscription
For details please contact the editor.

We suggest a minimum donation of £11 per year if you
are willing to collect your copy from a church, pub, Hopes
of Longtown. For email subscription, please see above.

We suggest a minimum donation of £20 per year if you
would like a copy posted to you.

Subscriptions may be paid either by cheque made payable
to Black Mountains Group Newsletter and sent to the editor,
or via BACS, details by email from the editor.

Privacy Statement

We hold contact details for subscribers to this newsletter, for
contributors and for advertisers. The data we hold is restricted to
your email address and telephone number, and postal address for
subscribers who do not receive an electronic copy of this newsletter.

All data held is solely for the purpose of producing and distributing
this newsletter. It is not available in any form to any third party. The
legal bases for holding this data are Contract and Legitimate Interest.
Your data will be deleted on termination or expiration of a contract
or subscription, or on personal demand. For contractual and
subscription purposes, the date of your most recent payment will
constitute the date of consent for us to hold your data.
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From the Clergy

Harvest — as I drove out of Hereford, I was struck by the
hard work that is going on in the countryside around the city:
Straw is being collected from the fields, in some places silage is
being cut and in others harvesting continues. When we were in
Devon the celebration of Hatvest took place across our villages
from the end of August through to eatly October. Here in
Hereford the pattern is similar, and our rural multi parish
benefices are now beginning to celebrate Harvest.

The modern hatvest festival celebrations that we know today
was introduced in the Cornish parish of Morwenstow in 1843
by Rev Robert Hawker. Hawker was quite the eccentric and
also on occasions was reputed to have dressed up as a mermaid!
He invited his parishioners to a Harvest service as he wanted to
give thanks to God for providing such plenty. However, this
was to counter the festivities and merriment of much more
ancient pagan celebrations, and he was keen to turn his
parishioners towards a Christian celebration of harvest. The
Christian Harvest celebrations that Hawker wanted to connect
with were based on what he saw in the Old Testament, and he
drew on the Jewish festival of Sukkor or feast of Tabernacles.

“You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the first fruits of your
labour, of what you sow in the field. You shall keep the Feast
of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in from
the field the fruit of your labour.” — Exodus 23:16

Even today with modern farming methods, it is still an
opportunity to give thanks to God for his provision for us and
an opportunity to share with generosity the riches we have
received. Paul was very clear in his teaching that generosity
begins in our hearts and is a reflection of the gratitude we have
towards God for what he has done for us. Generosity is not
something we have to be coerced into but instead it is
something freely given. We perhaps need this reminder because
our wealth and belongings ultimately belong to God, and we are
simply stewards of what we have.

“So, I thought it necessaty to urge the brothers to go on ahead
to you and arrange in advance for the gift you have promised,
so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction. The
point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each
one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

— 2 Corinthians 9:5-7

Our harvest services should reflect this attitude of generosity
because it points to what is at the heart of our faith that God
has given us new life in Jesus freely and without condition. This
is the grace of God at work in our lives. However, as Christians
we ate also called to work in God's hatvest field. Jesus in his
teaching told the disciples that they were called to be labourers
in the Kingdom.

“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them,
because they wete harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is
plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore, pray earnestly to
the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.”

— Matthew 9:36-38

As disciples we are called to share the good news of the
Kingdom and to help bring in God’s harvest of new followers
of Jesus. These are the disciples that Jesus calls us to make in
the Great Commission, and it is part of our role not simply to
make converts but to mentor and coach the next generation.
We need to see the harvest not just in terms of crops, fruit and
vegetables but as a spiritual reality that sees us offer the story of
Jesus to a world in need.

The Venerable Derek Chedzey, Archdeacon of Hereford

READINGS FOR OCTOBER AND 2ND NOVEMBER
Sunday 5th October 2025

Old Testament Habakkuk 1,1-4; 2:1-4

New Testament 2 Timothy 1:1-14

Gospel Luke 17: 5-10

Psalm 37:1-9

Sunday 12th October 2025

Old Testament 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15¢
New Testament 2 Timothy 2:8-12
Gospel Luke 17 11-19
Psalm 111

Sunday 19th October 2025

Old Testament Genesis 32: 22-31
New Testament 2 Timothy 3: 14-4:5
Gospel Luke 18: 1-8

Psalm 121

Sunday 26th October 2025
Old Testament Isaiah 45:22-end
New Testament Romans 15: 1-6

Gospel Luke 4: 16-24

Psalm 119: 129-136
Sunday 2nd November 2025

Old Testament Daniel 7: 1-3, 15-18
New Testament Ephesians 11:11-end
Gospel Luke 4: 16-24

Psalm 119: 129-136

PRAYER DURING THE WEEK
Morning Prayer at St Michael’s, Michaelchurch.
Every Thursday morning at 08:45-09:15.

For more details, please contact Rev’d Luci on 07778

897809 or email luci.borderlinkbenefice@outlook.com

BLACK MOUNTAINS GROUP
Informal evening prayer for our
communities, churches and everyone
who lives and works in these valleys.

October Mondays at 5pm

6th Llanveynoe f

13th Dore Abbey /
20th  Michaelchurch Escley N
27th Rowlestone I

Deanery Update

Fantastic Tanzanian Evening!

A huge thank you to all who helped and attended the special
Tanzanian evening at Moccas Hall recently, as well as to
those who made donations. The evening was a great success
and as a result over £1200 was raised which will be donated
to the Deanery Charity — Train-A-Priest, Tanzania. We hope
you all had fun and went home well-fed!

“Thank You” Breakfast

We are very fortunate that, throughout the Abbeydore
Deanery, we have a dedicated team of volunteers who
support our churches and communities in all sorts of ways.
On Saturday 18th October, we are holding a special “Thank
you breakfast” to which anyone who helps out at one of the
churches is warmly invited. It’s an opportunity for people
within our churches to get together and a small token of
appreciation for all that you do.
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Invitations are being circulated, but if, for any reason, you
haven’t had yours yet, please get in touch with Anne.

Joint Council update
Members of the Joint Council, who are representatives
elected by churches within the deanery meet regularly to
review and plan activities within the Deanery. At the last
meeting, they made plans for each member to partner with a
member of clergy to prioritise ideas for action for next year
in each of our key mission areas: Children and Young
People, Golden Valley Pilgrim Way, Combatting rural
loneliness and Lay leadership development. We'll let you
know what will be happening and how you can get involved.
We do have two vacancies on Joint Council at present, so if
you are from the Borderlink or Black Mountains Benefice
and would like to consider joining this team, do let us know.
Dates for Your Diary
Licensing Service: Rev Luci Mortiss will be licensed for her
new role in the Black Mountains benefice on Thursday 9th
October at 7pm. This will be held at Clodock Church.
“Thank you” breakfast: 10am - 12 noon at Escleyside Hall,
Saturday 19th October.
Hedgerow Communion: Samhain/All Souls. Friday 31st
October at 6pm at Snodhill Castle
For up-to-date information:

= Keep an eye on our website: abbevdoredeanery.org

= Follow our Abbeydore Deanery Facebook page or join
our Facebook group

* Subscribe to our email

http: cfPj

= Get in touch with the Deanery Office on 01981 620145
ot abbeyvdoredmc@gmail.com We ate now open most

mornings.

regular

update:

eeputl.com

LLANVEYNOE HARVEST FESTIVAL

Just a quick reminder that our Harvest Festival is on Sunday
5th October at 6pm. Afterwards, supper at The Cattle Barn
(Mountain Mayhem) at 7.15pm. Please book in for a place,
pay on the door. (£12)

01873 860 260 Pamela Tribe

SALEM BAPTIST CHAPEL
Llanwonog Lane, Longtown HR2 OLE

SUNDAY SERVICES - 6.30pm

5 Oct HARVEST THANKSGIVING, Mr Chris Over
12 Oct Mr Jeff Hanks
19 Oct Mr Roger & Mrs Wendy Knight
26 Oct Mr Rob Roberts
OTHER
Prayer & Praise Wed 8 Oct  7pm
Creative Crafts Wed 22 Oct  7pm
ALL WELCOME

For further information, please email longtownsbc@gmail.com

QUAKER MEETING AT DULAS COURT

A time to sit in peace and stillness together can be elusive.
Occasional Quaker Meetings at Dulas Court Nursing Home
are now providing such an opportunity. Residents, relatives
and any visitors are all welcome.

For half an hour we sit in stillness/mindful silence and quietly
reflect on the Light within, whatever that is for each of us —
as many others do in quiet spaces throughout the world.

Our next meeting will be at 3.30pm in the craft room next to
the visitors’ car park on Sunday 5th October, (park in
visitors car park). Any questions please contact: Clare
Lockley, Lifestyle Manager on 01981 240214,

clocklev@herefordshirecarehomes.com.

Dulas Court Nursing Home, Dulas HR2 OHL

ARVEST FESTIVAL AND LUNCH

suggesﬂd.dmuﬂmn far Iuru_h £'|L'I E'u'ﬂ yone w nrml:. welcome.
CLODOCK CHURCH, CLODOCK, HEREFORD, HR2 ONY

Thanks

JURASSIC CLODOCK

A huge thank you to everyone who supported this fantastic
event. A fantastic sum of £1520 was sent to Midlands Air
Ambulance. Start planning for Clodock Creepy Crawlies —
27 - 30 August 2027! Thank you Isobel & Sharon

Forthcoming events

Longtown Library
is next open on

-

1 October
2.30 to 4.30pm

Music in Quiet Places

:‘trﬂ-ﬁml'diﬂri Wednesday 1st October 7.30 pm
Li 4

Churchaes Dore Abbey

Trust

Haydn Missa Sancti Nicolai
Telemann’s Viola Concerto (extracts)
Ola Gjeilo Luminous Night of the Soul

Featuring Hereford Cathedral School’s Choral Society
Chapel Choir, Chamber Choir and Cantabile Girls' Choir

£18 / £12 (over 65s and students) Cash on the door

Cornewall Arms, Clodock

Fancy a night on the tiles?

The Cornewall Arms is bringing back
Scrabble Evenings. If you are interested,
Thursday 2 October from 7.30 pm
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NEWTON ST MARGARETS WOMEN’S GUILD
Thursday 9th October 7.30pm
Harvest Auction for Farming Minds

All welcome to join us in Newton Parish Room HR2 0QR
Donations of home produce to auction gratefully received or
just come along and put in a bid for that prized damson
chutney. A representative from Farming Minds will be
present to tell us what they are about.

Phone 07794920729 for more information

Thursday 13th November 7.30pm
AGM (brief!) followed by bring and share supper. Guests and
potential new members are welcome.

Longtown & District Historical Society
7.30 at Longtown Village Hall

6 October 2025
Dr Kathryn Davies will give us a presentation on the subject of
Artisan Art in Herefordshire. There is more information at
https://www.kellogg.ox.ac.uk/news/dr-kathryn-davies-
publishes-new-book-artisan-art/

Thursday 9th October, 7:30pm _
Escleyside Hall HR2 OPT -ﬁ’qrtj
Tickets: Adult £12, Child £6 3 l'
: - dLive
01981 510116 | www.artsalive.co.uk

Stories about what it is to be WILD from real people living in
rural, urban and seaside locations are woven together and
featured in songs, immersive soundscapes and story telling to
have you on the edge of your seat. You will be left wondering
what is your “wild.”

70 mins continuous performance. Suitable for 11 ears plus
but younger age group not excluded!

Tickets: £12/£6 — see www.artsalive.co.uk for more
information or contact Neville 07572 113542
to reserve your seat.

Concerts /& Craswall

THE MIKELEIZ-ZUCCHI DUO

David Zucchi, saxophone
Ihigo Mikeleiz-Berrade, accordion

Saturday October 11th at 5pm
St Michael's, Michaelchurch Escley

Winners of the Royal Over-Seas League Annual Music
Competition's Mixed Ensemble Prize and City Music Foundation
Artists, the Mikeleiz-Zucchi Duo’s repertoire spans everything
from reimagined traditional works to modern repertoire and
improvisation, all vividly rendered by the unique combination of
saxophone and accordion.

Curious to know what the combined sound of a soprano sax and
a concert accordion might be? This cleverly constructed
programme by two imaginative, extremely able performers
promises a truly fascinating musical experience, inspired as it is
by all manner of dances, pieces inspired by dance, and pieces
only tangentially related to dance.

Much of the programme's content is necessarily arrangements
by the Duo of fairly familiar music by Ardes, Bach, Bartok, and
Ravel, but sandwiched between them are
newer works by contemporary composers
such as Scottish composer, arranger and 3 ;
podcaster Aileen Sweeney and English -.:.._ -Il"-f ._
composer and trombonist Alex Paxton. = e,

Full programme and to buy your tickets E '
scan the QR code call 01981 510112 or go to our website
www.concertsforcraswall.org

LONGTOWN AND DISTRICT WI

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th October at
7.15pm when Nick Vaughan will join us to describe his 600
Mile Cycle Ride along WW1 trenches in aid of the MND
Association, followed by a buffet supper. New members
always welcome. For more info contact 22philb@gmail.com.
Visitors welcome at 8pm. A small donation to W1 is welcome
but not required.

LONGTOWN THURSDAY CLUB - Programme of Trips
Oct. 16th  Dobbie’s Garden Centre Tewkesbury
Meet the bus at Ewyas Harold Memorial Hall at 9.30am
Nov. 13th  Clark’s Shopping Village, Somerset
Meet the bus at Ewyas Harold Memorial Hall at 9.00am
For more information, please ring Hazel Pugh on 07767 372843

FAIR OAK CIDER OPEN WEEKEND
October 25 and 26

The 17th-century cider mill at Fair Oak, Bacton, HR2 0AT,
will be open to visitors on Saturday and Sunday, October 25
and 26, from 11 am until 4pm. It is eleven years now since
we started working the mill with a horse.

Our young Gypsy Cob, Featherstone, is into his second
season in the mill. Now four years old, Feathers takes the job
calmly in his stride and seems to enjoy having an audience.
He will probably finish milling by lunchtime but will be
happy to receive visitors during the afternoon while the cider
makers are working the old press.

Cider made last autumn will be available to taste and buy —
including the Brown’s Apple single variety which won a prize
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in this year’s International Cider and Perry Competition, two
other single varieties made with Kingston Black and
Dabinett apples from orchards around the Golden Valley,
and the popular Sparkling.

Also on show will be the documentary film made by David
Bishop, Horse-powered in Herefordshire.
Admission is free. Donations to the Laurie Engel Fund for
Teenage Cancer Trust are welcome.

For more information, please call Hilary Engel, 01981
241210.

Bulbs, Corms & Tubers ez

-

thmughﬂut the Year 2 S 4

7.30pm, Thursday 6 November 2025
Vowchurch Memorial Hall

Starting with the striking Arum italicum 'Marmaoratum’ in
MNovember, Ingrid Millington of Hillview Hardy Plants will
guide us through a range of common and less familiar bulbs
as well as exotics that give interest right through the year.

Mon-members welcome: £5
https://escleysidegcwixsite.com/club/upcoming-events

Cornewall Arms, Clodock
Race Night
This fun event will be returning to the

Cornewall from
7.30 pm on Sat 15 November

Profits to Midlands Air Ambulance

COME AND |OIN LONGTOWHN & DISTRICT Wi FOR A

SPARKLING
AFTERNOON
TEA i
LONGTOWN VILLAGE HALL
SUN16TH NOV | 3-5P

Rotfle - Boke Sale - Music |
Treat yourself or
someone you know

Afundraising ewent in aid of Hereford Food Bank. Cash & cord

A pre-Christmas treat — Enjoy singing the Messiah?
Come along on Saturday 29th November from 10 - 2

to sing the choruses and
have a go at group singing solo sections.

Wonderfully guided by Roger Langford
in the glorious setting of Dore Abbey all for £20.

Hot drinks at the 9.30 Registration

Stop at 12 when there will be hot soup and bread available
(donations for Abbey) — Finish at 2pm.

More details next month, in the meantime
if you have a query contact

Carey Godwin cjgbd@aol.com; 07970 911115
Sarah Roberts ciderbarnsarah@hotmail.co.uk

Local Newsround

NEWTON ST MARGARETS WOMEN’S GUILD

In September Longtown & District WI welcomed Kate
Bristow to talk about the work of the West Midlands Air
Ambulance who provide a life saving service, responding to
emergencies within 10 minutes with full life-support medical
equipment and staff.

It funds three air ambulances over six counties at a cost of
£16 million a year with each mission costing an average of
£2950 and a fleet of critical care cats, which operate at night,
costing approx £288. With no funding from the Government
or the National Lottery, they rely entirely on local people and
businesses for funding. Kate acknowledged the generous
donations and continued support from our local community
where, due to our remote location, time is of the essence.

For FREE talks about their life saving service for your
community, business or school contact

Kate.bristow(@midlandsairambulace.com / 07785 617426

MICHAELCHURCH ESCLEY PRIMARY & PRE-SCHOOL
Autumn Term Newsletter

We are delighted to report that the new autumn term has
started brilliantly at Michaelchurch Escley Primary and Pre
School. The school is buzzing with energy, learning, and lots
of happy faces!

We're thrilled to welcome our new Reception children who
have joined Acorn Class. They are all settling in brilliantly and
enjoying their first steps into school life. Acorn Class are
looking forward to their upcoming trip to Barry Island as part
of their topic on the seaside-fingers crossed for a sunny day!

We also want to extend a very warm welcome to Mrs Thea
Datfi, our new Teaching Assistant. Mrs Darfi has already
made a wonderful impression and is settling in beautifully.
We’re excited to have her on board!

Oak Class have already enjoyed a fantastic visit to Cadbury
World to kick off their chocolate topic. They learned all about
the origins of chocolate, how it’s made, and even got to
sample some treats! It was a sweet and educational experience
for everyone.

Sapling Class are diving into the fascinating world of
rainforests this term. They’re eagerly anticipating the
Rainforest Roadshow, which will be visiting the school in
October-a hands-on experience that promises to bring the
rainforest to life!

Swimming lessons have also resumed, and it’s wonderful to
see the children enjoying the water and building their
confidence. A big thank you to our trained and experienced
staff, and to our parents for supporting this important patt
of our curriculum.

Our Pre-school is as lively as ever, with lots of happy children
engaging in plenty of outdoor and play-based learning. The
atmosphere is joyful and nurturing, setting a strong
foundation for future learning.

We’re looking forward to a term full of learning, laughter,
and exciting expetiences. Thank you for your continued
support!

Warm wishes

Louise Crocker Headteacher



October 2025 — Page 5

LONGTOWN COMMUNITY PRIMARY & PRE-SCHOOL
Welcome to October in school!

Our whole school approach to learning is Explore more...

Explore more... From our very youngest pre-school
children all our pupils are immersed in an ethos of exploring
more. Making the very most of our stunning outdoor setting
the children explore a variety of topics; exploring our amazing
outdoor spaces and working as a team.

This term we will be celebrating Harvest at Longtown Baptist
Chapel on Monday 6th October from 2pm. If you would like
to take this opportunity to donate any food stuffs please bring
to the school office on the morning of the 6th.

All pupils at Longtown Community Primary School enjoy
the benefit of our super FREE Breakfast Club from 8am to
8:30am, every day of the week. This offers our parents a little
more breathing space in their busy mornings, and although
the children thoroughly enjoy their breakfast of toast, cereal,
juice and fresh fruit, they mostly enjoy having fun with their
friends!

After school clubs offered this term include Outdoor Games,
Choir, Netball and Art club. These run after school from
3:15pm to 4:15pm, something for everyone.

Our popular Mini Explorers outdoor learning Pre-
School/Eatly Years Hub is open for 4 days a week, Monday
to Thursday 8:45am to 3:15pm, for 2-year-olds and up. We
do accept funded places for 15hr and 30 hrs. Please contact
the school office for more information. This term our
pre-school children and families will be enjoying a special
woodland/pumpkin play session, to really make the very most
of this beautiful season.

We continue to welcome Mr Gary Gray who teaches private
musical instrument lessons each week on a variety of
instruments from drums to keyboard and guitar.

Our PTA will hold their annual AGM meeting on Wednesday
24th September and the very popular Rags2Riches4Schools
collection will take place on Thursday 13th November. This
is a great opportunity to clear out that pre-loved, reusable
clothing for a good cause. You can fill any sort of bag with
your donations and bring to school from Mon 10th
November.

We have a vibrant and exciting Facebook page along with
our school website full of information for parents and events
past and future. If you would like to have a look go to
www.longtown.hereford.sch.uk.

Explore more... Stay and Play sessions continue for our
very youngest visitors and the remaining dates for the
Autumn term are 3rd and 17th Oct, 7th and 21st Nov and
5th and 19th Dec 2025. We love to welcome new members
at any time.

All these activities, events and much more are celebrated on
our Facebook page — Longtown Community Primary School
and on our website www.longtown.hereford.sch.uk. Please
have a look for some fab photos!

To request/book a pre-school, or main school place please
contact Emma in the school office or if you would be
interested in a visit call 01873 860239 or email
admin@longtown.hereford.sch.uk

VOWCHURCH & DISTRICT GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
Have you heard of the Talk Community Directory website
run by Herefordshire Council?

The directory connects people to services, groups,
information, and events in Herefordshire, visit
https://www.talkcommunity.org/ for further information.

This also include information about the Small Sparks grants
for community-led projects

The Small Sparks fund offers grants of up to £1,000 to fund
small scale projects that bring people together, build local
connections, and strengthen community resilience. Example
activities could include creating a community garden, or
shared space, running a neighbourhood event or starting a
local club. Applications are invited from residents and
informal groups and local community organisations, clubs,
or groups.

Projects should be community-led, based in Herefordshire,
and delivered by 28th February 2026.

The fund is being delivered in partnership with Herefordshire
Community Foundation and is funded through the UK
Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF).

You can find out more, including details of how to apply on
the Herefordshire Community Foundation website.

Please continue to report any defects via the Herefordshire
Council website at https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/roads-
1/report-problems-road. Reporting issues this way will ensure
everything is properly logged, assessed, and allocated to the
right teams as quickly as possible.

You can check progress of a defect, or see if it has already
been logged via the progress map on the council website:
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/roads-1/pothole-road-
defect-progress-map.

Round and About

THE HUB CAFE IN ST PETER’S CHURCH ... opens
Tuesday to Friday from 11am to 2pm. We have a specials
board (Wednesdays and Thursdays), jacket potatoes, quiche,
soup, cakes and puddings plus hot and cold drinks all to eat
in or take away. Table bookings are advisable for groups of
5 or more. Chatty Café takes place on Wednesdays at the Hub
from 12noon to 2pm. It’s a wonderful opportunity to make
new friends. The Hub @ St Peter’s, Peterchurch is a
Reaching Communities project which includes a Café, NHS
Health Visitor Hub and branch of Hereford Libraries all
within a working church, see www.hubcommunity.org, email
info@hubcommunity.org or call 01981 551143 for further
details.

Pre-School Play takes place on Thursdays from 9-11am for
under 5’s and their Parents or Carers. Admission is free! Have
your baby weighed and chat to the Health Visitor from
10-11am at the Well Baby Clinic drop-in. The Café is open
so you can treat yourself to drinks and snacks too.

Youth Café is every Thursday for 11-16 year olds from 5 to
7pm. Admission is free! Discounted food and drink are
available and there is plenty to do — ping pong, card games,
arts, crafts, music and comfy sofas. Please email
info@hubcommunity.org if you ate interested in joining.
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The Hub’s Bell Tower Library is open on Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays from 11am to 1pm, on Fridays from
2pm to 4pm and on Saturdays from 10am to 12 noon.

Peterchurch Community Choir: Join this friendly group in
the church or on line every Monday during term time from
6.30pm to 8pm. Contact Joy on 07903 675012 or email her
at peterchurchcommunitychoir10@gmail.com.

Breakfast is served on the first Saturday of the month [next
on September 6th] from 9.30am to 11.30am. Choose from
delicious full English (large or small) or bacon /sausage /egg
bap plus the usual coffee or tea. Churchyard Tidying is also
done on the first Saturday of the month from 10am with free
cake and drinks or a half-price cooked breakfast for all
volunteers.

The Christmas Fayre will be held at St Peter’s on Saturday
29th November 2025. Come and enjoy the usual delicious
refreshments and choose gifts and crafts from the many stalls.

Stillpoint Meditation takes place on the first and third
Wednesday of each month from 7-8pm in St Peter’s church.
Itis open to all and there is no admission charge. For further

information please email simon2020@zohomail.com or call
01981 250245.

Come to Hear the Author Speak — save the Date — This
talk will appeal to everyone in the area with memories of our
unforgettable District Nurse Ruth de Ropp. On Friday 24th
October at 3pm Tim Willasey-Wilsey will talk about his book
The Spy and The Devil— it’s the untold story of the MI6 agent,
Nurse de Rapp’s father, who lived here in Peterchurch and
who penetrated Hitler’s inner circle. Tickets are £5 at the
door and include refreshments Baron William de Ropp who
comes to life in the book, was the father of our District Nurse
Ruth de Ropp, who lived in Long Lane, Peterchurch and
nursed and cared among us in the Golden Valley and Black
Mountains for thirty years from the 1950s into the 1980s.
The Baron lived with his daughter for much of that time and
taught at the old College of Further Educations in Hereford.

Curry & Quiz Evening will be held at the Hub on Friday
10th October at 6 for 6.30pm. Teams of up to 6, tickets are
£15 per person. Choice of 3 curties (vegan option available).
Bring your own beer, wine etc. Pop into the café to book and
pay, call 01981 551143 ot email info@hubcommunity.org.

Notices and Advertisements

FREE TO COLLECT AND TAKE AWAY
A selection of soft wood windows
various sizes and shapes.
Possible cloches or similar.

Call 01873 860408

Saturday 4 October
10.00 - 12.30 Kingstone Church

H » 154_ Repairs undertaken on:
- f"“J | e e Soft toys, dolls clothes, toys
1\ e Clothing (repairs not alterations)
i i.% > | Small electrical items
|

[ ]
e Small pieces of furniture/wooden items
e Bicycles
e Knife/small tool sharpening
(£2 minimum donation per item)
e Other items repaired—please ask

GOLDEN WRLLEY

REPAIR
CAFE

Café serving tea, coffee and delicious homemade cakes.
No need to have a repair to come along and enjoy the café.

ALL WELCOME - come along and see what we get up to!

To book an item for repair contact: gvrepaircafe@gmail.com
GRVC 07776 511501 and leave a message

Future Repair Café dates: 1 Nov Ewyas Harold St Michael’s Hall
6 Dec Dorstone Village Hall

Longtown Art Club - First Year Celebration Art Exhibition
Thursday 23rd October, 7.00pm onwards

CReATIVe CONRIDENCE

Raising funds for Midlands Air Ambulance
Tickets for Admission Wine and Nibbles
£10 each available from
blackhillartsevents.com/courses/p/longtownartclubexhibition
and jacky@jackyedwardsglass.art
Longtown Art Club has been meeting for around one year
and to celebrate the fun and learning that we have enjoyed
together we are holding an exhibition to show the work we
have been creating, sell some art and raise money for
Midlands Air Ambulance.
Please do come along and enjoy a fun evening with some art,
chat, drinks and nibbles.

01981 550253
PC 3687
PCSO

07870 150972
07773 053895

Jeff Rouse
Margaret Andrzejewska

Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT). Peterchurch Police & Fire Hub, Hereford HR2 ORU

Contact: 101 ext 4820 — Email: goldenvalley.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CALLYOUR
LOCAL
POLICE
jeff.rouse@westmercia.police.uk @ 101

margaret.andrzejewska@westmercia.police.uk

S

BMGN

Animal care

Blackhill Donkeys

Equine facilitated practitioner

Advertising
Directory
Advertise here from £25 pa

Contact: Jill:
01873 860408
jill@clodockmill.com

The Wild Bird Store \
*-  Wild Bird Food and Accessories = —*
01432 340500
www.thewildbirdstore.co.uk
Free delivery in Herefordshire
every weekday from 9.30 am
Unit 7, Ramsden Court
Rotherwas
Hereford HR2 6NT
Retail store open Monday-Friday, 9am to 12.30pm
Call for your free 24 page catalogue

Wellness days and Retreats with donkeys .
Donkey assisted activities

Walks — Explore the local highways and byways
in the company of our long-eared friends

School holiday activities
Booking essential
Sue Jones

siouxdoyle@hotmail.co.uk
07934 424328 / 01981 510269
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Agricultural and Country

ANDREW PHILLIPS, GLANDWR FARM

Agricultural & Domestic Weed Control
Large and small areas

Fencing and Ditch cleaning

Small and large bales of Hay
and Straw

Weed wiping service
Any amounts
01873 860208 / 07903 933820

MARK LEWIS
HEDGELAYING & FENCING

Agricultural - Domestic - Equestrian

01981 241115 07807 079027
marklewishedgelaying@gmail.com

THE GUN WORKS

Airguns
Shotguns
Rifles

Servicing, Repairs, Alterations,
Refinishing and Gun Fitting.

Registered Firearms Dealer
Contact James Phillips
07503 616760
Jjames@thegunworks.co.uk
www.thegunworks.co.uk

Business & Financial

PRINTZ AND LOGOS

Printing & Embroidery

#5chool uniform
wWorkwear

#T shirt printing
*Banners

*Stickers

Fast and friendly
lecal service!

Based in Peterchurch,
BTTT4 45TBAT 07584 S55184

printz.logosigmail.com Formally Printzsesr

;q o L"..-Dph —
- ., l II: _,- ,__ '-":-
1 il .=
.. -v—;-$3' d orn

ACHIEVE

Helping enterprise
to flourish
Chief Helper
Christine Hope

07875 384439
www.hopetoachieve.co.uk

Passionate about rural business,
entrepreneurship and

making a difference

Kymin

Financial Planners

Contact Simon Aston
on 01633 840000

For advice on Savings,
Investments and
Retirement Planning

w wwwkymin.co.uk
t. 01633 840000
g: info@kymin.co.uk

Fyrmin House, 35 Bridge Street,
Mewpart, South Wales, NP2 4BH
Bonn brarcy Secocms Lo s A

T Araneid Sone

e o Hegpaiated by
Sttty Fon Fed B 1585810

Farm Insuran
done right.

At FR Ball, we are farmers
first and understand the
farm insurance industry
inside and out. As your
specialist rural brokers we
are on hand to help you.

CALL US TODAY

T:01873 857533 M:07885 257788

neil@frball.com www.frball.com

Advertise here from £25 pa

Contact: Jill:
01873 860408
jill@clodockmill.com

Food & Catering

Orchard Catering & Events

My name is Christine Watkins and I live locally
in Walterstone.

I offer buffet catering with a hot food selection,
using superior quality ingredients with
homemade bakes and cakes. Let me help with
catering for Funerals, Christenings and Parties.
My friendly staff and I will set up and serve the
food, tea and coffee, giving you time to speak
to family & friends.

I also provide other types of catering with
grazing boards, cold meats and salad buffets,
wedding canapés, puddings & cakes.

&‘\

'(DRCHARD\

= ATk EVisTi=

Please contact me for further details on
07974268376 or email
orchardcatering@btinternet.com
You can also find me on Facebook
Orchard Catering & Events.

] o " v i e P! (. P—
Rowdestone Jarm Iee Cream
lze cream parlour on farm coffes shop & light
unchies. Woodland walks & plaoy arcas,
lee croam for sale on farm all year round
OPEM
April to e end of September
11 to 4 Wednesdsy -to Fnday
11 10 5 Weskends & Bark Rolday Mondays

Tal: 01981 240322

info@rowlestonacourt.co.uk

The Lrown IHnn
Treditional Sunday Lunch Served
All Day Sunday Restaurant & Bar
Meals served eeny s fsacsn! Waahestay dinng deam Amas!
Fieal Al & Lacal Ciders HiS Avalade Dubsce Bars & Cateeng
Thierree Wiz, Beer Fusliols, L Visic
Flaszeza checs |ar lntheoming evars
The Crowm Inn, Longtown, Hereford. HR2 GLT
Tel: (01873) 860 217
www.crowninnlengtown.co.uk

A J

Health and well-being

‘é, finite

' MOBILE UNISEX
L5

HAIRDRESSER

07850 699776
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" SARAH L. HOPE BSc. (Ost) )

Registered Osteopath
Old Hall Farm, Orcop, Herefordshire HR2 8ET
Tel: 01981 580 371
A 4

A

HEALING-SHIATSU
Christopher Sheehan. HSEC. FwSS.
Support for all mental, emotional and physical conditions

healingshiatsu@icloud.com
01873 860667
07870 149 745

www.healingshiatsumassage.co.uk

Yoga classes,
Gong Baths,
Breathwork,
Restorative yoga,
Somatics, Healing
Women's circles
and more.

black
mountains

EARN

Experienced or complete beginner?
Come and join our community and feel
fitter, healthier and more relaxed!

« Heated and fully equipped studio
« Experienced teachers and a variety
of yoga styles
For more details of the timetable, events and

prices please look at our website:
https://blackmountainsbarns.co.uk/wellbeing/yoga

or contact Sophia: Tel: 07968855272
email: sophia@blackmountainsbarns.co.uk

Home and

LOGS FOR SALE

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

.!. " | . — ii'lll
il Conscrvalion I
o grade framing In - F
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Hrafassional pictun: raming in the
Dl od Flerelond

Emily Rose Fine Art and Framing
01432 807104
wiwemilyroseframing. ook

FIONA’S FURNISHINGS

For all your soft furnishing needs -

curtains, pelmets, blinds, cushions,
bedding and more

Please contact

Fiona Witcher
07811 396258

City & Guilds qualified
Free home consultation.

Personal services :

Kate provides the utmost personal
care and suppart for families in
and around Herefordshire, with a
professional and friendly approach.
Your trusted, independent family
Furneral Directors, available 24 hours.

abave for a 30 towr

Call Kate Gladwyn orn;
01873 860675 | 07975 558250
Longtown, Hereford HR2 OLX

0 @cherishedfunerals

www, cherishedfunerals.co.uk

Golden Valley Funeral Services

Independent Family Funeral Directors

“Where Care Comes First”

Ally & Pete are a dedicated family funeral
directors who provide compassionate care,
ensuring your loved one is honoured with
respect & dignity.

Supporting you with personal and professional
guidance at your time of need.

Covering Hereford and surrounding areas.

We are here for you 24 hours a day, 365 days
a year, call us at your time of need.
5 A |F]

Tel: 01981 257203 i

www.goldenvalleyfuneralservices.com

TED WILLIAMS & SONS
Eslablishod 18RS
FUMERAL DIRECTORS &
MONUMENTAL MASOMNS
Pre-paid funeral plan available
A lpcalty overed family business sarving tha Abargavermy
end surraunding distncss for aver 100 years
Dedazaled Chagiel & Rasl Aoomrs « Privale Car Park &t
Park Road Funeral Home, Abergavenny
Telephone: 01873 853942 or 854358

JE ONES

Minibuses and
16 & 8 seat minibuses

Private Hire
4 seat Land Rover Discovery

Hassle-free travel to suit you

_— =
01981 510356~

07583 527402

jejonesprivatehire@outlook.com

Property services

www.handcraftedgardenspacesuk.com

@handcraftedgardenspacesuk

\, _-'.

S # r
Py e

acgs 07

Timber Framed Buildings
Digger and man available for day hire
Landscaping and Groundworks
3D Design Services

Made to measure
Please enquire with Phil 07399 244614
info@handcraftedgardenspacesuk.com

Handmade in Newton St. Margarets, HR2
Delivery and installation services available

MATTHEW MAFLIN
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING AND
DECORATING SERVICES
Internal and exterior decoration
Tel: 01873 860867
Mobile: 07497258129
matthewmaflin@gmail.com
Public Liability Insurance held
References available on request
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ABSOLUTE GARDENING
Professional garden services
Keiranphillips28Rgooglemail.com

07896999529
Absalutepardening.co.uk
Fully insured

Free quotes

EVANS PLUMBING SERVICES

Bathroom Installations
Heating Installations
\ECHENEEETRH
24 Hour Call Outs
All Plumbing Works Undertaken

Adam Evans
07497 869302

adamevans2618@gmail.com

MARTIN GRIFFITHS & SON
BUILDING CONTRACTORS
ALL ASPECTS OF THE BUILDING TRADE INCLUDING:

RENOVATIONS NEW BUILDS

EXTENSIONS OAK FRAMES

BARN CONVERSIONS CLASS Q BARN CONVERSIONS
STONEWORK GAZEBOS & GARDEN ROOMS
ROOFING SEPTIC TANKS & BIODISCS

CWMFARM 1 2@BTINTERNET.COM 01873 860656
WWW.HATTERRALL.CO.UK 07882907575

MARTIN WATKINS
ELECTRICAL COMTRACTING
Naw House, Cobhall Caurt,
Allensmere, Harefordshice. HR2 9BG
Email; mwelecon@gmail.com
Tel: 07974 244653

Part P Registered
Dromestic, Agricultural, Commercial, Electrical
Installation, Maintenance & Inspection & Testing

RP ELECTRICAL

Qualified Electrician

All Electrical Work Undertaken
Including:

Solar PV & Battery Installations.
Electric Vehicle Charging Points.
Testing & Inspection. Fault Finding etc
roger.probert@icloud.com

07814 008626

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
PEST CONTROL SPECIALISTS

01873 830204

Bees * Wasps » Flies » Ants
Rats * Mice * Fleas = Moles
infogppandppestcantral.oouk

2 G

hpta

e B
WATKINS

GEMERAL BUILDER &
RooFIMNG CONTRACTOR

MEADOW BAMK. LONGTOWM,
HEREFORDSHIRE. HRZ OMNA

TELEPHCONE: 01873 8606832

oofy's ney
Ch‘mSer\IlCC

Richard Watkins
01981 240 185
07947 959 452

T ma’f r.'ifmaf:,}]{ inety

Cluality, Bespuke Harehnzds Sarizs
Ceaarg, Woincoes, Coreervalanes & Moch Marg
Uil =, Aamagen Do, Famadan Foad,
RAcitwnaas. Haralzml. BR2 8WT
Tal: 01437 373535 - Mohla: 07788 F1SR86
avrm irsdlicraljaiargherelord couk
ol v for o FREE Quute

Sage & Shine

Pole and traditional
PUre W
cleaning

iter window

Local, affordable
and reliable

Call Jules
01981 240879

Jules@huntsmans.uk

‘Lwecunﬁw

T

4 4 wn!lﬁﬂil W

- Plastering-
-Damp Proofing:
«Internal Wall Insulation.

01432 483601 & 07701097 897

@ wwwwecuredamp.co.uk
Q infoawecuredamp.co.uk

B, won (i
D L
et &
10 YEAR DAMP PROOFING GUARAMTEE

DECOR

SOLUTIONS

fisi@me.com

Painting & Decorating
Tim Jones

Tel 01981 540242

Mob 07810 895355

3 Generations of experience,
specialising in Painting & Decorating
services.

General property maintenance
duties carried out.

Fully insured.
Good competitive rates.

A high standard of workmanship &
customer satisfaction guaranteed.

Woodland and Garden

Avalon Tree Surgery
WE CARE FOR YOUR TREES

Matthew Thomas
Over 10 years Experience
NPTC Qualified
Fully Insured

www.avalontreesurgery.co.uk

01981 540478
07794 569284

All Aspects of Tree Work Undertaken

DAVE WATKINS

“‘i*" TREE SERVICES

All Aspects of Tree Services Covered
Fully NPTC Covered & Insured

Local to Longtown,/Pontrilas
but cover any surrounding areas

Tree Removal
Pollarding
Hedge Trimming
Tree Reductions
Site Clearance & Chipping

07931 893923
davidwat69a@gmail.com
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at St Peter’s
Church Road, Peterchurch, HR2 ORT

CHRISTMAS
FAYRE 2025

Saturday 29""November

10am - 2pm Free entry
Café open for drinks & snacks

LOTS OF LOCAL HANDMADE ARTS AND
CRAFTS FOR THAT SPECIAL GIFT
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Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 7.30 am - 5.30 pm
% Late night Thurs: 7.30 am - 7.00 pm
—_ Saturday: 7.30 am - 4.00 pm
Ll CC Sunday: 10.00 am - 2.00 pm (May - Oct)
i G p it 10.00 am - 12 noon (Nov - April)
oF L'.‘-f”u E"IO""" M Bank Holiday Mondays: 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 01873 860 444

Get your diaries out

Following the joy of it last year Hopes Hygge Hug is back, every Thursday evening in November 6pm - 7pm. We
switch all the lights off, light up candles, kettle on for a hot drink and a little local nibble or two. Call in for five
minutes or stay the whole hour either way you are very much invited to pop out to Hopes.

Bringing a little more happiness to share this year each evening we will be partnering with a local business or charity

October excitement
*  Cosying up but not turned the heating on? We have logs, kindling and firelights for evening warmth.

*  If you have a favoutite flour and would like to buy it in bulk from us and save cartiage fees, please ask us
to give you a quote.

*  Getting those cosy jumpers out that have been stored over the summer? I can highly recommend purchasing
Lavender and Lemon laundry to give them freshness and softness back to start wearing this season.

Hopes Restful Nook

You may have seen on Instagram that we are going to be opening a little restful space with hot drinks, cakes and
chocolate next year. If you are on Instagram look us up to follow what we are up to and suggestions are very
welcome.

Not on Instagram? Don’t panic. Come January we will be updating via our noticeboard.

LONGTOWN POST OFFICE - 2056186

Amazon Hub, DPD and Royal Mail

Monday to Friday 10.30am ~ 3.30pm and Saturdays 9am ~ 1lam

To chase a letter or parcel please call Royal Mail Hereford on 01432 346100

Many of you have contacted us directly over missing post or post in the wrong place over the last few weeks. The
sorting office is now in Hereford and we don’t have a postman on site we can support with improving the service.
International Christmas Post on a budget

Now is the time to send small parcels under /20 abroad, think card with a calendar/book/photos as you can use
the 42 day service called International Economy small parcel saving you roughly 20%.

Post Office — Have your say

We have given out all our customers leaflets at the Post Office counter to raise awareness about the Post Office
Green paper. The Government has published an important consultation on the future of the Post office and this
is your opportunity to have a say.

This consultation closes on 6 October 2025.

We strongly encourage that responses are made via the online Qualtrics platform. Using the online survey will assist
our analysis of the responses, enabling more efficient and effective consideration of the issues raised.

If you cannot respond via the online platform, you may send your response by email to
postofficeconsultation@businessandtrade.gov.uk, ot by post to:

Post Office Consultation
Department for Business and Trade
Old Admiralty Building

Admiralty Place

London SWI1A 2DY

To chase a letter or parcel please call Royal Mail Hereford on 01432 346100

TE Hopes of Longtown — Open seven days a week 01873 860444

i www.hopesoflongtown.co.uk / @HopesofLongtown / info@hopesoflongtown.co.uk

join our Facebook group Hopes of Longtown and post community/charity events for free
Like our Hopes of Longtown business page to keep up to date with news

Tag us in your passion for food and community via Twitter / Instagram / Pinterest / Facebook
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER

Thursday 2 October

Sunday 2 November

08:45 Michaelchurch Morning Prayer 09:30 Llanveynoe Holy Communion

Sunday 5 October 15:00 Newton Joint Harvest with St Margaret's TBC
09:30 Clodock Morning Prayer 18:00 Clodock Evening Prayer

15:00 St Margaret's Holy Communion Thursday 6 November

18:00 Llanveynoe Harvest Festival and Supper 08:45 Michaelchurch Morning Prayer

Thursday 9 October
08:45 Michaelchurch Morning Prayer

Thursday 9 October

Sunday 9 November
10:50 Michaelchurch Remembrance Sunday Service

Tue 11 November

19:00 Clodock Rev Luci Morriss’ Licensing Service 19:00 Clodock Reflective Service for Armistice Day
Sunday 12 October Thursday 13 November
11:15 Clodock Harvest Festival with lunch 08:45 Michaelchurch Morning Prayer
Thursday 16.0ctober . Sunday 16 November
08:45 Michaelchurch Morning Prayer 10:30 Clodock Black Mountains Benefice Service
Sunday 19 October with Bishop Richard
11:00 Craswall Harvest Festival Thursday 20 November
Sunday 19 October 08:45 Michaelchurch Morning Prayer
18:00 Clodock Evening Prayer Sunday 23 November
Thursday 23 October 11:15 Michaelchurch Holy Communion
08:45 Michaelchurch Morning Prayer Thursday 27 November
Sunday 26 October 08:45 Michaelchurch Morning Prayer
09:30 Clgdock Holy Comml.mlon Sunday 30 November
11:00 Michaelchurch Harvest Festival 09:30 Craswall Holy Communion for Advent Sunday
Thursday 30 October
08:45 Michaelchurch Morning Prayer
EVENTS PLANNER
Wed 01 October 2.30-4.30pm Longtown Library, Longtown Village Hall
Wed 01 October 7.30pm Escleyside Gardening Club: Growing Salvias, Vowchurch Hall
Wed 01 October 7.30pm Music in Quiet Places. Dore Abbey
Thu 09 October From 7.30pm A Night on the Tiles! Scrabble at The Cornewall Arms, Clodock
Sun 05 October 3.30pm Occasional Quaker Meeting, Dulas Court craft room
Mon 06 October 7.30pm Longtown & District Historical Society: Dr Kathryn Davies, Artisan Art in Herefordshire
Thu 09 October 7:30pm Newton St Margarets Women'’s Guild: Harvest Auction for Farming Minds. Newton
Church Room
Thu 09 October From 7.30pm A Night on the Tiles! Scrabble at The Cornewall Arms, Clodock
Thu 09 October 7.30pm Flicks in the Sticks with Arts Alive: “Wild". Escleyside Hall
Sat 11 October 5.00pm Concerts for Craswall: The Mikeleiz-Zucchi Duo, St Michael's Church.
Tue 14 October 7.15pm Longtown & District WI. Longtown Village Hall
Thu 16 October Longtown Thursday Club. Outing to Dobbie’'s Garden Centre, Tewkesbury
Sat 25 October 10.00am-noon Longtown Village Projects, Longtown Castle
Sat-Sun 25-26 October  11.00am to 4.00pm Fair Oak Cider Open Weekend
Mon 03 November 7.30pm Longtown & District Historical Society: Professor Keith Ray, Herefordshire Archaeology — A
Reappraisal
Wed 05 November 2.30-4.30pm Longtown Library, Longtown Village Hall
Thu 06 November Escleyside Gardening Club: Bulbs, Corms & Tubers ..., Vowchurch Hall
Tue 11 November 7.15pm Longtown & District WI. Longtown Village Hall
Thu 13 November Longtown Thursday Club. Outing to Clark’s Shopping Village, Somerset
Thu 13 November 7.30pm Newton St Margarets Women's Guild: AGM and Bring & Share supper. Newton Church
Room
Sat 15 November 7.30pm Race Night at The Cornewall Arms
Sun 16 November 3.00-5.00pm Longtown & District WI, Sparkling Afternoon Tea. Longtown Village Hall
Sat 29 November 10.00am-noon Longtown Village Projects, Longtown Castle

VILLAGE HALL CONTACTS

Craswall Hall Longtown Hall Escley & District Sports Pavilion

Bookings: Janet Watkins 01981 510226
General inquiries: Christine Cleaton,
cleatonfamily@btinternet.com
Escleyside Hall

Rachel Pritchard: 01981 510368
rachel.pritchard86@hotmail.co.uk

Leanne Bambrough, 01873 288 289
www.longtownvillagehall.org.uk
bookings@longtownvillagehall.org.uk
Newton Church Room

Mary Powell: 01981 510295
mary.powell37@btinternet.com

Kirsty, 01981 510682
www.escleysportspavilion.com
escleysportspavilion@gmail.com




