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From the Clergy
I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace
unto his people.  Psalm 85:8

As this edition of the Black Mountains Group newsletter
went to press, the Queen was in Cardiff, meeting, among
others, a selection of the Community Champions nominated
by Members of the Senedd for significant contributions to
those around them during the pandemic: the Sixth Former
who set up a COVID statistics site, the young woman who
made a stream of comic videos, those who ran marathons
and baked hundreds of cheesecakes for charity, the catering
businesses who turned their assets to feeding vulnerable
families. The last year has seen ordinary people step up in
extraordinary ways to meet the needs of those who have been
less able to adapt, providing meals, shopping and company.
The NHS volunteering service stopped taking applications
within days of the launch because it was over-subscribed.
Volunteers for non-professional roles in COVID vaccine
clinics have to move fast when shifts are offered because slots
are snapped up within hours.

But shift the scene to other front lines. Service providers from
retail shops to doctors’ surgeries report a rise in hostile
behaviour to staff. Some people are responding to inevitable
strains in the health system with anger directed at individuals.
Charities working with the victims of race hate crime report
rises in racist abuse. Empathy seems to be one of the things
we are running short of, along with petrol. We are all a bit
anxious, and boundaries around what constitutes a “return
to normality” are fluid.

We know that both these versions of our community are
authentic. It’s a cliché that crisis brings out the best and the
worst in us. But observing the paradox may not be enough.
The first version is robust but we can’t take it for granted.
We can choose on which side of the scales to press our finger.
Or, to change the metaphor, by celebrating the candles that
others are lighting, and lighting a few of our own, we identify
as people of light. Matches, anyone?

John Winter, lay leader

NOVEMBER READINGS
Old Testament Jonah 3: 1-5, 10
New Testament Hebrews 9: 24-28
Gospel Mark 1: 14-20

Sunday November 14th
Old Testament Daniel 12: 1-3
New Testament Hebrews 10: 11-14 (15-  18),
19-25
Gospel Mark 13: 1-8

Sunday November 21st
Old Testament Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14
New Testament Revelation 1: 4b - 8
Gospel John 18: 33b - 37

Sunday November 28th
Old Testament Jeremiah 33: 14-16
New Testament 1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13
Gospel Luke 21: 25-36

For the November services, please see the back page

Deanery Update
The Gathering in October provided an opportunity to
celebrate what is already happening within the Deanery area
and to look forward to what is to come.
Over the next few months we’ll keep you updated as
churches and communities within the area begin to work
together more closely as Clusters…watch this space!
Remember there is now a landline telephone number for the
Deanery Office which is 01981 620145. As always, don’t
hesitate to call if you’d like to find out more about anything
that’s going on in or through the churches in the Deanery.
Bishop Richard is hosting a number of listening events
across the diocese. He will be in Abbeydore Deanery on
Wednesday 10th November between 5.30pm and 7.00pm at
Escleyside Hall.
The purpose of this event is for the Bishop to affirm the
prayer life of our churches and to encourage the mission and
ministry of the diocese as well as listening and learning first
hand to the challenges and opportunities faced in our
parishes. He will ask four key questions at the event – details
of this can be found on the diocese website –
www.hereford.anglican.org
A huge thank you to those who already support Hereford
Food Bank through the collection points in many of our
churches…the need continues to grow, so if you can make a
donation, it is much valued. Look out for posters about what
items are regularly or urgently needed.
Do connect and keep in touch, either by ringing 01981
620145 or choose another way – send an email
abbeydoredmc@gmail.com, subscribe to our regular
email update, visit the website abbeydoredeanery.org.uk
or join the Facebook Group – Abbeydore Deanery.

Anne Lloyd

Thanks

THANKS FROM SHEILA WATKINS AND FAMILY
Myself, Lucy and Oliver would like to thank everyone for the
many cards, flowers, messages and support that we received
during Denis’s illness and passing and attendance at the
funeral. Also for donations amounting to over £2,000.00 to
be shared between St Michael’s Hospice and the Midlands
Air Ambulance. We have been truly overwhelmed by people’s
kindness and generosity.
Many thanks to Neil Powell and Frank Rogers for their fitting
tributes to Denis.
Also thanks to Joyce Hvass for playing the organ, Isobel and
Daryl at the Cornewall Arms for the use of the pub
afterwards, to Mary Powell for the catering and Sally Davies
for her floral arrangements, which everyone said were
beautiful.
And finally to Julian Tooley for his professionalism and
compassion during a difficult time for the family.

Sheila Watkins and family

THANK YOU FROM BERYL WATKINS
I’d like to say “Thank you very much” for all the flowers and
presents I received on my 90th birthday in September. I
counted them up and found I’d received 84 cards!

Beryl Watkins, Lower House Farm
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Forthcoming events

LONGTOWN AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Monday 1 November 7.30 pm
Longtown Village Hall HR2 OLD

Clare Wichbold, M.B.E
The Suffragettes in Herefordshire

Clare spent lockdown researching the previously little
known story of the early twentieth century movement in our
county and of some of the prominent women (and men)
associated with it as well as their opponents.  This is the
subject of her recent book, Hard Work but Glorious,
copies of which may be available at the meeting (£15).
Membership, payable at the door, costs £10 and guests are
very welcome at £3 per meeting. Contact Dr Neil Kidd via
email at nkidd2000@yahoo.com for details.
Oliver Fairclough will be the speaker on 6 December and the subject
will be the Eastern Black Mountains in the Nineteenth Century.

Community
Coffee Mornings

Fridays,  08:30-10:30
1 November
3 December

Longtown Village Hall
Open to everyone!

COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 6th November

10.30am
Craswall Village Hall

Proceeds to the Craswall
Parish Party

LONGTOWN & DISTRICT WI
At our next meeting on November 9th, we look forward to
hearing speaker Tessa Lovell the Archivist for the
Herefordshire Federation of Women’s Institutes. Tessa will
be talking about her work building a catalogue of WI related
items that form a fascinating social history of the HFWI
since its formation in 1920. Her work will also assist
researchers of women’s lives in Herefordshire in locating
items that would otherwise be lost to history.
Visitors are welcome at 8pm followed by refreshments at
9pm – cost £3.
Please see the report of our October meeting on page 3.

Libby Davis

LONGTOWN THURSDAY CLUB
There will be two meetings in November, on Thursday 11th
and Thursday 25th, both in Longtown Hall from 2 to 5pm.
There will be no bazaar this year.
Our first meeting since March 2020 on 14th October was a
very lively affair. We were so busy catching up with members
we hadn’t seen for 18 months that we managed very few of
our usual activities. However, we did manage to cope with a
beautiful birthday cake made by Gay Watkins for those
members who had turned 90 and 80 during those months.
We welcome new members but please get in touch with
Hazel or Pauline first: Hazel Pugh, 01873 860803; Pauline
Jones 01873 851782; jonespauline@pobroadband.co.uk

NEWTON ST MARGARET’S WOMEN’S GUILD
Our October Harvest Auction raised £200 for Jamie’s
Farm. We discovered from Ruth all about the experience
Jamie’s farm in Rowlestone provides for children and
young people and consequently we were very delighted that
this was our chosen charity.
Next meeting: 11th November, 2021 7.30pm at Newton
Parish Room HR2 0QR. Annual General Meeting [brief]
followed by Social Evening with BRING and SHARE
SUPPER.  Please do come and join us. You may be
surprised at what we get up to! Guests are always welcome.
Note: Thursday, 9th December, 2021: Christmas Meal at
“Food for Thought” in Peterchurch. Enquiries;
07794920729.

Next open on 3rd November

FLICKS IN THE STICKS
Wednesday, 17th November, 2021

at Michaelchurch Escleyside Hall HR2 0PT
You may have seen Sally Hawkins in “Shape of Water” and
“Maudie”. She is now cast as another interesting character in

ETERNAL BEAUTY
 [cert 15; 95mins]

Written and directed by Craig Roberts.
Cont’d >
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Local NewsroundAlso starring Alice Lowe, Billie Piper, David Thewlis.
Set in the 1980s British suburbia, this satirical black

comedy revolves around Jane (Sally Hawkins) who had a
breakdown after being jilted at the alter and is having
treatment for schizophrenia. The story describes her
romance with a failed musician who also has mental

health issues and the relationship with her family. Seems
grim? Join us to find out!

Doors open 7pm. Film starts 7.30pm.
Limited Bar available.

Tickets available through Arts Reach or on the door with
right cash please. Adult £5.00
Enquiries Tel 01981 510116

We will endeavour to provide as safe an environment as possible for
this event to include socially distanced seating but we encourage you to
wear a mask etc.
Also note: Live Music from Wales with ALAW. Saturday
4th December, 2021 7.30pm. Tickets now available through Arts
Reach.

ESCLEY AND DISTRICT SPORTS FEDERATION
We will be holding an quiz night at the Pavilion on Saturday
27th November 2021 at 7:30pm. £5 entry per person,
teams of 4 or come along and make up a team on the night!
All the usual entertainment, including raffle, food, bar and
Dutch auction.
Please come along and add your support to this valuable
local amenity which has been undergoing a major refurbish-
ment during lockdown. There are a few more items to fix, so
with more funds to raise feel free to tell your friends and
bring them along too. Ian Williams has set the questions, so
be prepared for any kind of trivia! Kirsty A Stewart

St Margaret’s Church
Sunday 28th November

3pm

An informal service to
celebrate

Music
Followed by tea/coffee

and cake
Come and sing! All welcome!

4th December 2021

Christmas Fair
10am to 5pm

St Michael’s Hall, Ewyas Harold
Come to Ewyas Harold on the 4th December to find

your individually hand craft gifts for Christmas.
We are holding this event as part of the

H Art winter show

LONGTOWN & DISTRICT WI
At our meeting on the 12th October we welcomed speaker
Nigel Warwick from The “Severn Freewheelers”, a group of
advanced motorcyclists,  who operate a free courier service
between hospitals in Herefordshire. Nigel told us about the
extensive network of “Blood Bikes” across the UK and how
the work of the Severn Freewheelers fits into this impressive
coast to coast transportation service, assisting the NHS by
moving blood, human milk, pharmaceuticals and paperwork
to improve patient care. It was a fascinating look at a little-
known charity that took 7,079 calls, and travelled 219,000
miles in 2020 due to the massive uplift in demand caused by
the coronavirus pandemic. It was lovely that Nigel could stay
and enjoy some refreshments with us afterwards and answer
members’ questions. Libby Davis

MICHAELCHURCH ESCLEY PRIMARY AND PRE SCHOOL
With the Autumn now well underway, there has been a lot
going on at Michaelchurch Escley Primary and Preschool. In
reverse order (oldest to youngest!), here are some examples
of what we’ve all been up to recently.
Chocolate has been the focus in Oak Class (Yr 5 and 6
children). This week, following their trip to Cadbury World,
the children have been making their own chocolate bars
which they’ve been busily researching and developing. I’m a
little disappointed I’ve not had any opportunities for any
‘tasting’ of their work so far however!
Sapling Class (Year 3 and 4 children) have continued learning
about Rainforests and loved their day at West Midlands Safari
Park which included an exciting tour of the park, a session
on animal diets and fun on the rides to complete the day.
The Year 1 and 2 children in Acorn Class have based most
of their learning around their ‘Seaside’ topic this term and
had an amazing trip (and perfect weather) to Barry Island a
few weeks ago. This has really inspired the children and they
have produced some amazing work this term.
In Squirrel Class (preschool and Year R) you could be
mistaken for thinking the Year R children have been in school
for years. I am always amazed at how quickly the new Year
R children settle in, but this year they really have been
amazing. The preschool children are also delightful and have
been enjoying times in the new ‘hub’ within Squirrel garden.
Coming up, we will be holding a – Forest School Open
Morning – Monday 8th November – for next year’s Year
R children. If your child will be starting Year R in Sept 2022,
we’d like to invite you along to a Forest School Open Day.
Please get in touch with the school office to book a place.
01981 510208.
Another highlight this term has been our whole school Times
Table Rock Stars Day. Children and staff dressed up as rock
stars and spent the day playing a whole host of indoor and
outdoor times tables games. The children also learnt times
tables songs which they performed to parents in an assembly
at the end of the day and this was followed by a Maths
Workshop for parents to learn about how Maths is taught at
school.
I’ve now run out of time to mention all the sporting
opportunities we’ve been involved with recently. Various
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groups of children have been off to tournaments playing
hockey and football and our swimming programme has also
been going amazingly well with Miss Matthews and Miss
Cook as our brilliant swimming teachers!
On a different note, we are still on the lookout for a new
co-opted governor. Do you have some spare time and would
like to be more involved with the school? If so, we’d love to
hear from you. Please get in touch with the school office
(01981 510208) for more details. Louise Crocker (Headteacher)

Round and About

Notices and Advertisements

Nick Maddy Coaches
01981 240888

Taxi and Minibus Drivers, required for local school runs!!!
positions also available in Hereford, Ross on wye and

Leominster areas!
Full time, part time and flexi-hours! we will try our best to

work with you and any personal circumstances!!
We are a small family run business trading for over 20 years.

Looking for enthusiastic, hardworking individuals
to join our team.

Good rates of pay above MW, holiday pay and
pension scheme.

Licenses are an advantage but not essential as training can be
made available, discretion assured.

Please call, text or Email
07794258049

sarah281276@hotmail.co.uk

VOWCHURCH HALL
The Village Pub
Thursday November 11 from 7pm at Vowchurch Hall
Vowchurch Country Market
Saturday November 27 10am - 12 noon at Vowchurch Hall.
VaT50 October winners were: Toby Parker (£50) and Wayne
and Sarah Jones (£20).
Pilates Vowchurch Hall, Tuesdays from 6pm.
Contact hannahmthomas@hotmail.com
Bowls Wednesdays 7 - 9 pm, Vowchurch Hall
Vowchurch Hall is available for parties, weddings and events
as well as meetings and presentations at very reasonable rates.
Enquiries to Jane Wheatley on 01981 550791
www.vowchurchturnastonehall.co.uk
CRAFTS @ ST PETER’S, PETERCHURCH
6th November 2021
Crafts @ St Peter’s Church at Peterchurch will be on 6th
November 2021 from 10.00am to 2.00pm. Soup and
sandwiches will be available at Lunch time. Tea, Coffee and
the usual yummy cakes will be available throughout the day.
There will be 8 tables in all plus a Raffle. You will be most
welcome.
Volunteers and stallholders will be wearing masks and visitors
are asked to do so too, except when seated at a Café table.
Track & Trace will be in place with sanitizer on hand for use
as needed.

Treasurer needed
If you have a head for figures, can produce balance sheets and

manage a bank account,
Longtown Village Hall

would very much appreciate your help.
Please give Syvia a ring on (01873) 860609 or

email chair@longtownvillagehall.og.uk

ANDREW PHILLIPS, GLANDWR FARM
Agricultural & Domestic Weed Control

Large and small areas
Fencing and Ditch cleaning
Small and large bales of Hay

and Straw
Weed wiping service

Any amounts
01873 860208 / 07903 933820

Agricultural services

MARK LEWIS
AGRICULTURAL, DOMESTIC &

EQUESTRIAN

HEDGE LAYING, FENCING &
FIREWOOD PROCESSING

TEL: (01981) 241115
MOB: 07807 079027

Animal care

Black Mountain Group Newsletter
ADVERTISING DIRECTORY

Contact: Jill Cook
Clodock Mill, Longtown, Hereford HR2 0PD

01873 860408
jill@clodockmill.com

Your Community Black Hill Radio is BACK!!

From Saturday 30th October!!

Broadcasting each Saturday
10.30 - 11.30am

With the option to listen again at a different time.
To tune in please visit blackhillcommunityradio.org.uk

We would like to have as many voices from our community as
possible!!

Please send in your shoutouts, or your Community 5 tracks.  For more
information please don’t hesitate to contact us via the website, or ring

Vicki Stinchcombe on 01981 240248.

Black Hill
Communities Network
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Health and well-being

Business & Financial

Food & Catering

INDEPENDENT ADVICE • COMPETITIVE COVER

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Farm Insurance

Abergavenny based Neil Smith is best placed to give
Independent Advice, Great Premiums, Great Cover
being a Farmer in his own right.

Satisfied with your existing Insurer or not, it won’t cost
you anything to get a quote?

Pick up the phone and give Neil a call on 07885
257788 quoting
for your 20% discount.

Agricultural Insurance
with Price Checker

T: 07885 257788 E: neil@frball.com
W: www.frball.com

Arts

Open Tues-Friday 9-4.30 – Saturday 9-12.30

COUNTRYSTORE –
Suppliers of Point of Lay Hens from £10, Pygmy Goat
Kids, Ouessant sheep & Alpacas.
Specialist feed, pygmy goats, Alpaca, wild bird feed and
poultry feed inc an Organic range & layers pellets with
wormer.
Manufacturers of Poultry housing, Multipurpose Arks,
Livestock Field Shelters, Runs & more.

Visit

Contact Nic on 07521 607029
To place your order or  to find out more.
nic.kinch@oscars.co.uk
www.oscar.co.uk/branches/herefordshire
FREE DELIVERY!

Home Delivery of Pet Food from a local business,
one less thing to worry about!

much more than pet food

● Free home delivery (using hygienic, no contact methods)
● British-made complete and balanced life-stage pet foods

○ Puppy to Senior, including Working Dog
○ Kitten to Senior with Dental Care
○ Honestly labelled and made from high quality

ingredients
○ Sensitive and special diets catered for

● Free samples or £5 starter packs for dogs and cats
● Dog chews and treats, and cat treats
● Toys and healthcare products
● Rabbit food, Fish food and Bird food

The Wild Bird Store
Wild Bird Food and Accessories

01432 340500
www.thewildbirdstore.co.uk

Free delivery in Herefordshire
every weekday from 9.30 am

46 Rural Enterprise Park
Vincent Carey Road, Rotherwas HR2 6FE

‘Click and Collect’, Monday-Friday, 9.30-12.30
Call for your free 24 page catalogue
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Christopher Sheehan. HSEC. FwSS.
Sessions in Hereford and Longtown

chris@eryritai-ji.co.uk
01873 860667
07870 149 745

www.eryritai-ji.co.uk

HEALING-SHIATSU

Maintenance & Services

Home and Domestic

All types of cleaning – Private houses & House Keeping
service for Holiday Homes/Lets/B&Bs etc.

High standard of work.
All aspects of Horse Help undertaken

Clipping, sale/show prep, local horse transportation.
Experienced and capable rider and Groom.

Happy to tackle a wide range of jobs, No job too small.
Just Ask Gabz!!!!

Reliable, Local, Friendly, Helpful
Excellent references available. Non Smoker

Tel – 07875 535 619 / 01981 510606
Email – askgabz@yahoo.co.uk

Local Makers

For all your soft furnishing needs –

curtains, pelmets, blinds, cushions,
bedding and more

Please contact

Fiona Witcher
01981 242040 / 07811 396258

City & Guilds qualified. Free home consultation.

anthonyandbenna@gmail.com

Come and join us in our beautiful, heated and fully
equipped yoga studio (no need to bring anything but
yourself!).

We offer a variety of classes suitable, from Gentle
(suitable for beginners) to more advanced. Private lessons
are also available.

For more details of the timetable, events and prices please
look at our website:

Fountain Cottage
Newton St Margarets
Hereford
HR2 0QW
jo.rowland@hotmail.com
01981 510136
07917 125053

Monday-Thursday 9-3.30 ~ Friday 9-12

44ethanmitchell@gmail.com

Tech Support
Having technical issues?
For any kind of problem
big or small

Ethan Mitchell
Services include: Hardware repairs. Device setup
including printers, Software selection and use,
General guidance.
To contact send an email, or text on

07945 960623

SARAH L. HOPE BSc. (Ost)

Registered Osteopath

Old Hall Farm, Orcop, Herefordshire HR2 8ET

Tel: 01981 580 371

Release tension

Aid Sleep

Encourage the body to re-balance naturally

Provides a complementary treatment to conventional
healthcare.

AOR registered (hot stone and VRT – vertical
reflexology also available).

Life can be complicated. If you, your family or someone you
care about are having a tough time I offer social, emotional
and behavioural support. From an informal discussion (cake
optional...) through to intensive mentoring, together we can:
Gently explore what is happening.
Set simple goals so the positives replace the not-so-
positives.
Find and use your strengths to help you be kinder to
yourself.

Impartial, consistent and objective support
from someone with over 20 years experience.
Support grounded in Social Work Theory and

Evidence Based Practice.
Acceptance and encouragement

Reassurance of what is working well. Flexible times
and places to meet.

Prevention of issues worsening.
Improved self esteem and confidence. Improved

relationships.
A stronger, happier you.

Patient - Sensitive - Friendly
For a free initial discussion
please call me anytime on

07973 332990 / (01981) 570763
at www.carlgriffithssupport.org or

email:carl.griff071@gmail.com
I'd like to help.

Personal and Family Support

BODY MASSAGE

MANUAL LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE

INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE

HOPI EAR CANDLING

ONCOLOGY MASSAGE

07807 820332
ABBEYDORE, HEREFORD

REPAIR ~ RENEW ~ REVIVE
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All aspects of groundworks, construction and steel
building erections

We specialise in:
Ground source heat systems
Electric cables
Ponds/lakes
Treatment plants
Supply & disposal of soils
Tree shear with 300mm cut
Bulldozing
Tractor & Dump trailer hire
Footings
Concreting
Ditching
Pipe laying
Site clearance
Muck away
Driveways
Drainage

Contact: Tommy Wood-Cole
Phone: 07964355422
Email: TommyWood-Cole@hotmail.com

Produce and Products

THE GOAT COMPANY
Luxury Mohair products from

our prize-winning flock of
Angora Goats.

Visit the shop and meet the goats.
Darren Farm, Llanveynoe

Open 11am to 4.30pm except Sundays

Property services

Private Hire

01981 510356
Booking

16 & 8 seat minibuses
4 seat Land Rover Discovery

Weddings, celebrations, restaurants,
shopping, rail & air travel

Hassle-free travel to suit you

Personal services

Independent Funeral Directors

Unit 3, Wormbridge Court, Wormbridge,
Hereford, HR2 9DH

Is your Broadband
driving you mad?
Are you unable to use the
internet as you would like?
Are you unable to use services like BBC iPlayer and
Netflix, which require a faster, more consistent
connection?

Access to reliable, high speed broadband is patchy
in our area, with some properties struggling to
receive more than 1Mbps download speeds.
Hopefully, high-speed fibre broadband will reach us
all one day, but if like me, you don’t want to wait,
there may be alternatives. In many locations where
the existing phone line broadband is only able to
provide very low broadband speeds, the 4g mobile
phone network is capable of providing 70Mbps,
which is easily enough to stream HD movies and can
provide a consistent, high quality service. There are
other benefits to using 4g mobile broadband over
services provided by BT and other cable based
providers.

Contact: Ben Hill
Tel: 01981 510136

Mob: 07990 638125
Email: bingoben@hotmail.com

If you suffer with poor internet speeds or WiFi dead
spots in your home, I may be able to help.

Monmouth
MemorialsLtd
MONUMENTAL MASONS EST.  1988

Nigel Cave
BRAMM Registered Mason

(British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons)

Suppliers of quality memorials at
competitive prices, additional
inscriptions and renovations

undertaken with free quotations and
inscription proofs provided

Tel: 01600 890 098
Mobile 07950 117 122
monmouthmemorial@aol.com

Showroom at
51 Edde Cross St

Ross-on-Wye
HR9 7BZ

Airguns
Shotguns

Rifles

Servicing, Repairs, Alterations,
Refinishing and Gun Fitting.

Registered Firearms Dealer
Contact James Phillips

07503 616760
james@thegunworks.co.uk

www.thegunworks.co.uk
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AVALON TREE SURGERY
WE CARE FOR YOUR TREES

MATTHEW THOMAS
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

NPTC QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED

WWW.AVALONTREESURGERY.CO.UK

01981 541307
07794 569284

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN

RP ELECTRICAL
All Electrical Work Undertaken

Testing & Inspection
PAT Testing & Fault Finding
All carried out by Qualified Electrician

07814 008626

K&D building and landscaping

All aspects of building new and old
undertake

Drainage specialist/septic tanks

Fencing specialists

All aspects of landscaping/
patios/decking /ponds/retainers
and stone walls

All internal work carried out

Over 20 years experience between
us and a large portfolio

Mob: 07810 288115

Evenings: 01432 378163

kwilliamson027@hotmail.co.uk

Scrub Clearance and Timber Extraction
Most types of scrub and woodland cleared,

including brambles, bracken and gorse, as well
as meadow/small field topping. Sloping and
narrow access areas reached using compact

(Alpine) tractor semi-offset topper and
mulching flail.

Timber forwarding service also available.
Felled timber moved using Alpine tractor and

trailer with crane.
Call Ben Hill

01981 510136 or 07990 638125

Woodland and Garden

DAVID TUGWELL Tech Cert. Arbor A
Bridge End, Newton St Margarets. HR2 OQP

Tel: 01981 510104 / 07968 093898

Specialists in:
Tree Reports & Surveys,
Stump Removal with a
High Power Narrow
Access Stump Grinder
for all those inaccessible
stumps

For a professional service in all
aspects of tree care, including
Pruning, Felling, Planting
Supplying Trees & Shrubs and
Hedge Maintenance

TUGWELL TREE
SERVICES

Richard Watkins
01981 240 185
07947 959 452

Sooty’s
Chimney

Service

tjsj@me.com

Painting & Decorating
Tim Jones
Tel  01981 540242
Mob  07810 895355

3 Generations of experience,
specialising in Painting & Decorating
services.
General property maintenance
duties carried out.
Fully insured.
Good competitive rates.
A high standard of workmanship &
customer satisfaction guaranteed.

DECOR
SOLUTIONS

MATTHEW MAFLIN
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING AND

DECORATING SERVICES
Internal and exterior decoration

Tel: 01873 860867
Mobile: 07497258129

matthewmaflin@gmail.com
Public Liability Insurance held

References available on request
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Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 7.30 am - 5.30 pm
Late night Thurs: 7.30 am - 7.00 pm
Saturday:  7.30 am - 4.00 pm
Sunday  (Nov - April): 10.00 am - 12 noon
 (May - Oct): 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
Bank Holiday Mondays 10.00 am - 2.00 pm

We are very, very grateful for your continued custom.
Hopes of Longtown – Open seven days a week 01873 860444

www.hopesoflongtown.co.uk / @HopesofLongtown / info@hopesoflongtown.co.uk
join our Facebook group Hopes of Longtown and post community/charity events for free

Like our Hopes of Longtown business page to keep up to date with news
Tag us in your passion for food and community via

Twitter / Instagram / Pinterest / Facebook

LONGTOWN POST OFFICE
Saturday 9am ~ 11am & Monday to Friday 10.30am ~ 3.30pm
Christmas stamps are ready for purchase from Tuesday 2nd November
Pay your bills at our Post Office If an invoice has a barcode on it, it is likely it
can be paid at the Post Office when you want, using cash, card or cheque (Except
Welsh Water). Keep track and you can pay your council tax, BT, Water,
nPower, at the Post Office on a day you choose.
Christmas Travel made easy at ours

● Purchase your bus ticket at the post office and avoid the queues
● Pick up your Euro’s the same day to keep plans flexible
● Treating a friend travelling with a few notes for treats?

Any currency can be ordered with three days notice
For holiday insurance go on line and quote our Post office code of
2056186,
this is super helpful to us
Longtown Post Office can scan QR codes to return your parcels
Top up your mobile phone at Longtown Post Office, so you can have those
important chats and texts with those you care for. (Plus if you need a new SIM
card just ask)
Save time, use our Post Office as your bank for personal & business
accounts

● Using your bank card you can pay cash into most personal and
business bank accounts

● Using a personalised paying in slip you can pay cash into your personal
and business bank accounts

● Using a personalised paying in slip and an envelope you can pay
cheques into personal and business accounts. We have the paying in
envelopes, please ask us for spare ones if you are self isolating and
wish to prepare in advance.

Strictly with seasonal or fabulous fruity cups
Enjoy a little chocolate treat on Saturday nights from slabs of Cadbury’s chocolate to locally handmade indulgent enrobed
peanuts, almonds & hazelnuts or fabulous fruity cups.
Winter warming opening Sunday times from November we are open 10am - 12 noon a perfect two hours for a weekly
shop or an emergency top up of frozen peas and cream with a Sunday newspaper. Plus if you wanted the shop all to
yourself we will now have two opportunities to book a personal shopper service. Ideal for international Christmas
shopping to send gifts in the post in plenty of time or identifying new products to help reduce your plastic usage.
Christmas order form, we were expecting a quieter Christmas this year after so much lovely support last year. However,
availability this year is going to be tricky for any retailer and producers with packaging shortages, so if you know you
want Runner Bean Chutney from Three Fruity Ladies, Honeycomb ice-cream
from Rowlestone and Black Mountain roast coffee beans all boxed and collected
in one place the week leading up to Christmas please think order form, available
for perusal, inspiration and planning the end of October.

Christmas Posting Dates
(in alphabetical order)

Africa Wed 8th December
Asia Wed 8th December
Australia Mon 6th December
Austria Thur 16th December
Belgium Sat 18th December
Canada Mon 13th December
Caribbean Wed 1st December
Cyprus Fri 10th December
Czech Republic Mon 13th December
Denmark Thur 16th December
Eastern European Sat 11th December
Far East Wed 8th December
Finland Mon 13 December
France Sat 18th December
Germany Thur 16th December
Greece Sat 11th December
Iceland Thur 16th December
Ireland Thur 16th December
Italy Mon 13th December
Luxembourg Sat 18th December
Malta Fri 10th December
Middle East Wed 8th December
Netherlands Thur 16th December
New Zealand Mon 6th December
Norway Thur 16th December
Poland Mon 13th December
Portugal Thur 16th December
Slovakia Thur 16th December
South America Wed 8th December
Spain Thur 16th December
Sweden Mon 13th December
Switzerland Thur 16th December
Turkey Sat 11th December
USA Mon 13th December
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NOVEMBER CHURCH SERVICES

Sunday 7th November
09.30  Michaelchurch  Holy Communion with Rev’d Bob and Diane Bates

Thursday 11th November
10.50  Clodock Armistice Day Service

Sunday 14th November
09.30  Llanveynoe Holy Communion with the Rev’d Jane Rogers

Sunday 21st November
11.00 St Margaret’s Morning Worship with Rev’d Mark Godson
NB: Change of time and service

Sunday 28th November – Advent Sunday
09.30  Clodock  Holy Communion with the Rev’d Simon Lockett
15.00  St Margaret’s A service of thanksgiving for music

NOVEMBER DIARY

Mon 01 November 8.30am - 10.30am Longtown Primary School PTA Community Coffee Morning.
Longtown Village Hall

Mon 01 November 7.30pm Longtown & District Historial Society: The Suffragettes in
Herefordshire, Clare Wichbold MBE. Longtown Village Hall

Wed 03 November 7.30pm Escleyside Gardening Club: Apples and Pears for Cider and Perry, Tom
Oliver, Longtown Village Hall

Wed 03 November 2.30pm - 4.30pm Longtown Library, with tea and chat. Longtown Village Hall
Sat 06 November 10.30am Coffee Morning. Craswall Village Hall
Tue 09 November 8.00pm Longtown & District WI: Tessa Lovell the Archivist for the

Herefordshire Federation of Women’s Institutes
Thu 11 November 2.00 - 5.00pm Longtown Thursday Club, Longtown Village Hall
Thu 11 November 7.30pm Newton St Margaret’s Women’S Guild AGM, followed by Bring &

Share social evening
Wed 17 November 7.00 for 7.30pm Flicks in the Sticks, Escleyside Hall: Eternal Beauty (15)
Thu 25 November 2.00 - 5.00pm Longtown Thursday Club, Longtown Village Hall
Sat 27 November 19:30:00 Escley And District Sports Federation, Quiz Night. Michaelchurch

Escley Pavillion

Wed 01 December 2.30pm -
4.30pm

Longtown Library, with tea and chat. Longtown Village Hall

Fri 03 December 8.30am -
10.30am

Longtown Primary School PTA Community Coffee Morning.
Longtown Village Hall

Sat 04 December Alaw in concert, Escleyside Hall (courtesy of Arts Reach for Flicks in the Sticks)
Fri 17 December Craswall Young Farmers Panto Longtown Village Hall
Sat 18 December Craswall Young Farmers Panto Longtown Village Hall

Events Planner

Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team
Peterchurch Police & Fire Hub, Hereford HR2 0RU. 01981 550253
PC 3687 Jeff Rouse  07870 150972
PCSO 6378 Pete Knight 07773 053 919 peter.knight@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Contact: 101 ext 4820 – Email: goldenvalley.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

Village hall contacts
Craswall Hall
Bookings: Janet Watkins 01981 510226
General inquiries: Christine Cleaton,
cleatonfamily@btinternet.com
Escleyside Hall
Rachel Pritchard: 01981 510368
rachel.pritchard86@hotmail.co.uk

Longtown Hall
Mark Ewins, 01873 860829
www.longtownvillagehall.org.uk
bookings@longtownvillagehall.org.uk
Newton Church Room
Mary Powell: 01981 510295
mary.powell37@btinternet.com

Escley & District Sports Pavilion
Kirsty, 01981 510682
www.escleysportspavilion.com
escleysportspavilion@gmail.com


