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From the Clergy
We are now well into 2022 – still uncertain about the
pandemic but it seems as if gradually we are emerging from
the worst of the restrictions. And at the same time throughout
Abbeydore Deanery the clusters are forming and we are
learning to work together in different ways. It’s both an
exciting and at the same time daunting landscape.
One thing that is clear is that the parish will continue to be
at the heart of the local Christian community. Our church
buildings are a vital part of that presence and as the Advent
and Christmas services showed us, are hugely valued by locals
and visitors alike. Sadly this is not the case during much of
the rest of the year when small, regular congregations of four
or five people can feel rather overwhelmed by the challenges
of keeping church buildings maintained and repaired. Your
parish church needs you!
Some people have expressed concerns about church closures.
A couple of things to remember; first that the only people
who can close a church is the Parochial Church Council or
PCC as it is often known. The process for closing a church
even when everyone thinks it is a good idea is long and
complex and takes years. The second point is that when a
church does close it becomes the responsibility of the Diocese
to insure and maintain until it can be sold. Selling a church is
a long process which can take literally decades. As Chair of
the Hereford Diocesan Board of Finance I can assure you
that we do not want responsibility for any more churches
than we already have. We would prefer the churches to stay
open, loved and looked after by their communities as they
have been for centuries.
It was a pleasure to take several services over Christmas and
I look forward to getting to know your parishes better in
2022.
Every blessing. Revd Jane Rogers, Associate Priest

Deanery Update
What are your plans for this year?
Maybe they include a special occasion like a Christening
or Wedding? Get in touch to find out how we can help.
Perhaps you’ve just been thinking about finding out
more about what goes on with and in the churches near
your home? The answer to this question is – quite a lot!
Maybe you’re thinking about getting more involved with
worship? If so, you’ll be interested to hear about the
Enabling Worship course we are running during March and
May.
This is about creating small cluster-based teams of the wise
and wonderful who will work alongside stipendiary (paid) and
volunteer ministers in enabling opportunities to gather onsite
and online faithfully and lovingly. Briefly, the course will run
on the following Wednesday evenings, a mix of onsite and
online – March 9, 16, 23 and 30 – (break) – May 4, 11, 18 and
25. If this is something you’d like to learn more about, Rev
Mark Godson is leading the course (with support!)
Perhaps you’re wondering what you could include in
your prayers? Here’s a few ideas:
Stay and Play Groups
Please pray for those who run and attend the group that meets
on Thursdays at Kingstone Church as it continues to grow
and for Geri (Miller our Deanery Missioner) and those she’s
working with to form a new group at The Stables, Madley.
Hay Pride 2022
June is Pride month – a month dedicated to celebrating
LGBTQ+ communities all around the world. Hay-on-Wye
will be holding their first ever Pride festival in June this year.
Some of us in the Abbeydore Deanery will be offering our
support. If you are interested in joining a Hay Pride prayer
group or would like to get involved in other ways, please
contact Rev Angie Kateley, Curate:
abbeydorecurate@gmail.com or 01981 501032.
Deanery Initiatives
Pray for the Grow Strong group, the continuing work on the
Golden Valley Pilgrim Way, the funding we are seeking for
projects and personnel, the relationships being formed within
the clusters.
As ever, the best way to find out more is to get in touch by
emailing abbeydoredmc@gmail.com or ringing 01981
620145. We look forward to hearing from you.

Anne Lloyd Deanery Mission Coordinator
01981 620145 / abbeydoredmc@gmail.com

FEBRUARY READINGS
Sunday February 6th
Old Testament Isaiah 6: 1-8 (9-2nd)
New Testament 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
Gospel Luke 5: 1 -11
Sunday February 13th
Old Testament Jeremiah 17: 5-10
New Testament 1 Corinthians 15: 12-20
Gospel Luke 6: 17-26
Sunday February 20th
Old Testament Genesis 2: 4b-9, 15-end
New Testament Revelations: Chapter 4
Gospel Luke 8: 22-25
Sunday February 27th
Old Testament Exodus 34: 29 - end
New Testament 2 Corinthians 3: 12 – 4.2
Gospel Luke 9: 28-36 (37-43a)

MARCH SERVICES
6th March
11am Llanveynoe Communion
13th March
9.30am Clodock Morning Worship
3pm Michaelchurch Communion

20th March
9.30am Craswall Celtic Prayer
3pm St Margaret’s Communion
27th March, Mothering Sunday
11am Clodock Communion

Thanks
ST JOHN’S CHURCH, NEWTON
Autumn Place Name Quiz
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Quiz. Was it
fun as well as a bit of a challenge? Your donations raised
£64.50 towards church funds. The joint winners were
Elizabeth and Linda with 29 out of 30 correct. Jane
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Forthcoming events

Next open on 2nd February

LONGTOWN THURSDAY CLUB
The club begins its new year with three meetings in March,
in Longtown Village Hall from 2pm to 5pm, on the
following Thursdays:

3rd March 17th March 31st March
The club began in 1962 and exists to provide social activities
for anyone over 60 living in the area. Meetings are usually
held fortnightly, but are occasionally replaced in the summer
and autumn by outings. Annual membership costs £5, and
each meeting £3, which includes a very generous tea.
New members are always welcome. For further information
please contact Hazel Pugh on 01873 806803 or Pauline Jones
on 01873 851782, jonespauline@pobroadband.co.uk

Pauline Jones

FLICKS IN THE STICKS
Escleyside Hall HR2 0PT
Apologies that no film has been arranged for February 2022
but, there will be two during March as part of the Hereford
Borderlines Film Festival:
Wednesday, 9th March, 2022: The Courier [2020; cert
12a; 112mins] The true story of a British business-man

LONGTOWN & DISTRICT WI
At our Meeting on 8th February we will welcome local
speaker Helen Richardson. She will be talking about the
work of Women’s Aid and the nature of domestic abuse.
Helen will also explain barriers to support for rural
communities.
Visitors are welcome at 8pm followed by refreshments at
9pm- cost £3. Libby Davis

THE PELLÉAS ENSEMBLE WITH HARPIST ANNE DENHOLM
(Harp, Viola & Flute Trio)

19th March 2022 at 5pm
St. Michael’s Church, Michaelchurch Escley HR2 0JS

A CELEBRATION OF BRITISH FEMALE COMPOSERS
Rebecca Clarke Songs
Sally Beamish Between Earth and Sea
Debussy Syrinx
Debussy Sonata for Flute, Viola and Harp
Dowland Songs
Ethel Smyth Variations on Bonnie Sweet Robin
Prokofiev Romeo and Juliet

With a reputation for intimate, honest music-making, and
ambitious programming, this multi prize-winning ensemble
excel illustrating the unique combination of flute, viola and harp.
Joining them for this concert is Anne Denholm, one of the
leading British harpists of her generation and Official Harpist to
HRH The Prince of Wales from 2015 to 2019.

Talented new faces, acclaimed national and international
artists, as well as returning Concert for Craswall favourites –

check out the rest of our exciting 2022 concert season!
Saturday 28th May at 7pm

Beethoven, Mahler and Brahms
Dore Abbey, Abbeydore HR2 0AA

International Piano Quartet
Pianist Vitaly Pisarenko with Roman Simovic (LSO),

Milena Simovic & Tim Hugh (ROH)
More …

CHRISTMAS CARDS & CALENDARS FOR
ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE
Again, thank you so much to all who bought cards or
calendars or donated, it wouldn't happen without your
support.  Thank you to Holly Hirst at The Hub, Peterchurch,
for the poster which showed all the Hospice Christmas cards
and calendars that we had available and to the Hub Café staff
for allowing me the use of a table for the sales, one of whom,
Gill Cooke has been kind enough, as ever to collect the
boxes for me. I am thrilled to say that I shall be able to send
£700 to St Michael’s in early 2022, a real achievement for us
all in a difficult year when we have coped for the second year,
with Covid 19 restrictions and lost several good friends and
loyal customers! Eva Morgan

recruited as a spy to provide vital intelligence used to defuse
the Cuban Missile Crisis.
Wednesday, 16th March, 2022: Petite Maman [2021; cert
U; 72mins] From French Director Celine Sciamma, this fairy
tale for all ages tells of the ventures of Nellie who is helping
her parents clear out her grandmother’s slightly mysterious
house near the woods.
Doors open 7pm. Films start at 7.30pm See ARTS ALIVE
website for tickets in advance.
LLANVEYNOE, NEWTON AND CLODOCK
LENT LUNCHES
Hello everyone! We are holding three Lent Lunches this
year, and hope you will be able to join us for at least one of
them!
We will be raising money for three separate charities and the
lunches will be very simple: delicious home made soups,
bread and cheese with coffee or tea to follow. Please come
and meet your friends for a relaxed chat and lunch.
We suggest a donation of £5 and the details are:
1. Wednesday 12th March, 12-2pm
Lower House Farm ( Wild by Nature), Llanveynoe HR2 0NT
2. Wednesday 23rd March, 12-2pm
Clodock: Longtown Village Hall
33. Friday 1st April 12-2pm
Upper Newton: (Mary Powell)
Please do come, you will be warmly welcomed! PamelaTribe
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Saturday 9th July at 7pm

The Sounds of Purcell, Bach & Vivaldi
Dore Abbey

Abbeydore HR2 0AA
The Elysian Singers

Sam Laughton conductor

Further details and tickets available at
https://concertsforcraswall.org/live-music/

or call 01981 510112.

Local Newsround
LONGTOWN AND DISTRICT GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
At our January Meeting, we welcomed two new Parish
Councillors: Mr. Nick Vaughan and Mr. Steve Jones who
were co-opted on to the Council. We are delighted that they
have agreed to join us.
PC Peter Knight gave us an update of policing this area over
the Christmas period. He gave us some depressing figures of
people arrested for Drink Driving and driving under the
influence of drugs. However he reassured us that the police
would be actively involved with checking speeding vehicles
this month, and he was looking at going into schools to give
talks on Road Safety to the children.
With the evenings still being very dark, it is important to
remember to wear reflective bands or clothing when being
outside from late afternoon onwards. Dark clothing can
visually melt into the side of the road, and I think we can
probably all remember a close shave or two in our village.
Please do remember the bands and torch when taking the
dog out late!
The Parish Council would like to wish everyone a Happy
New Year, and as this is the year of the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee, we will be looking at ways to celebrate. More in next
month’s issue. Pamela Tribe, Parish Councillor

CRASWALL YFC
On the 4th December, our Hedging team were honoured to
be invited to Highgrove Estate, Gloucestershire by the
National Hedgelaying Society (NHLS). We were asked to
demonstrate our traditional “Welsh Border Style” of
hedgelaying. We also met and shook hands with HRH Prince
Charles, as he wandered by our finished plots,
acknowledging the importance of handing down rural skills
through the generations. He also handed out the first-place
cards to each of the class winners, ending the day with a
speech on how hedges play a key part to fighting climate
change and the importance of maintaining them.
The 5th December marked an important day for six of our
young junior members, with most of them having their first
competition. Reading from a book in front of an audience
can be quite daunting!!! The book was the Primrose Railway
Children by Jacqueline Wilson. We also entered and
competed in the Cheerleading, with good results.
On the 17th and 18th we performed “Treasure Island” as
our annual panto, despite many a fear that we would have to
cancel due to rising Covid cases. Thank you to all who
attended and supported us.

On 24th December; due to the ongoing Covid situation, we
did our carol singing differently this year. Instead of calling
by individual homes, we called by the Bridge Inn, the
Cornwall Arms and The Crown Inn where we raised
£273.45 for the Midlands Air Ambulance.
The next few weeks will see members competing at the
Senior Quiz and the HFYFC Hedging match.
Lastly, we are holding a Bingo Evening on Saturday 5th
March at Craswall Village Hall, heads down at 7:30. Hope to
see you there. Phil Powell, CYFC Secretary

07468411649 / phillip_blackhill@live.co.uk
DOGS WORRYING LIVESTOCK
A dead ewe was discovered on Lewis Gilbert and Thomas
George Charities land in Longtown, before Christmas.
Experienced opinion is that the ewe died as a result of dog
worrying.
PC 368 Jeff Rouse and PCSO Pete Knight from the Golden
Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team, Herefordshire, West
Mercia Police have released the following statement.
“Recent months have seen a number of calls regarding the
worrying of sheep by uncontrolled dogs. On occasion sheep
have actually been attacked and killed. There have also been
reports of people being attacked and injured as well.
Whereas we all welcome visitors to the area to walk and
enjoy the countryside could we please remind dog walkers
that it is their responsibility to have control of their dogs AT
ALL TIMES. The safest way of doing this when walking
through fields that contain livestock / farm animals is to
have the dog on a lead. Dog walkers are held responsible for
the actions of their pets and as such any damage caused by
the dog falls on the owner’s shoulders. Farmers also have the
right to shoot any dog that they find in the act of worrying
their livestock. If you are a dog walker then please be
reminded of your responsibilities and be conscious of any
other animals that may be in the area at all times. It is also
your responsibility to ensure that your dog is contained
within a secure area whilst at home, thereby preventing it
from escaping and causing harm”. Bob Burson

ROADSIDE VERGES IN THE LONGTOWN GROUP
PARISHES – Longtown ideas for the Environment
You may know already that there is a Longtown Group
Parish Council project to encourage more wildflowers to
grow on a few selected verges. The flowers will attract more
butterflies, hover flies, bees and beetles to pollinate the
flowers and in turn birds, amphibians and reptiles will thrive.
Would you like to play a part in this project? During the
summer there are plant surveys and during the autumn
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MICHAELCHURCH ESCLEY PRIMARY AND PRE SCHOOL
Well 2022 has started with the uncertainty of Covid still
hanging over us all like the sword of Damocles, but, thanks
to the dedication and resilience of our school community, the
children at Michaelchurch Escley Primary and Pre-School
have still had a super start to the new year.
Everyone has settled in well and the children are getting to
grips with their new topics. The children in Squirrel Class are
learning all about “People Who Help Us” as well as spending
lots of time outdoors in the garden and in the Spinney (our
forest school area). Acorn Class are learning all about African
animals and the very special environments they live in.
Saplings are going Viking and discovering the truth about our
long-ago Norse invaders and Oak Class are finding out all
about the fascinating civilization which developed in the
Indus valley over 5000 years ago!
We have a great selection of afterschool clubs for children
this term. Eco-Warrior Club, Lego Club, Art Club and
Adventure Club with the fantastic team at Longtown
Outdoor Centre.
Although the deadline for Primary School places has passed,
you can still apply for a place at our school. Please get in touch
if you would like pop up and have a ‘Covid safe’ visit of the
school.
We are also still looking for school governors, so if you are
interested in being part of a fantastic team please contact our
School Business Manager on 01981 510208. Likewise, if you
are interested in visiting the school to support with reading
or to talk to the children about your job for example, we’d
love to hear from you. Louise Crocker, Headteacher

volunteers cut, rake and take away the year’s growth.
Managing verges in this way allows more light and exposed
earth for germination of wildflowers. Orchids, vetches,
violets, bluebells, scabious, trefoils and many more flowers
grow.
Four years on … The Llanveynoe roadside verge between
Middle Cwm and Rhydunnog farms was again cut, raked and
the arisings taken off site in October by volunteers.
Wildflowers flourish when competition from faster growing
grasses is reduced. The number of plant species is growing
each year. Four years on, the number on the Llanveynoe
verge has reached 79. Different insects benefit from more
sources of nectar.
Thank you, Mrs Ann Powell, for agreeing to the verge by
your land being managed to enhance wildlife.
Longtown Group Parish Council’s initiative to promote
verges has resulted in the formation of the “Longtown ideas
for the Environment” (LIFE) biodiversity sub-group.
Volunteers manage other verges for wildlife as well – The
Trout, Crossways, The Parks and more.
Children and adults can join the verge project. Everyone is
welcome. Email Polly Hearsey at
lifeclimatechange@gmail.com or ring 07773 889 117 for
more info.
Do you own land bordering the road where you would like
more wildflowers to blossom? If so, make contact …

Round and About
VOWCHURCH & DISTRICT GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council are planning to hold an Annual Parish
Meeting this year and would like you to get in touch if you
have any items you would like to discuss, or general topics
you would like to hear about. It could be Connectivity in the
local area, NFU farm payment schemes, or information
about our National Parks. Please contact the Clerk if you
have any ideas.
Herefordshire Councils Local Plan 2021-2041 Spatial
Options Consultation is now underway and runs from 17th
January until 28th February. This is exploring how
development could be distributed across the county and
they would like to hear your views. Please visit
https://hlp.commonplace.is/ for further information.
From 27th January all Plan B restrictions to combat Covid-
19 will be lifted. Please continue to play your part by
washing your hands, letting fresh air in, getting tested,
self-isolation if positive and wearing a face covering in
crowded and enclosed spaces. Linda Cowles, Parish Clerk

vowchurchparishclerk@hotmail.com / 01544 321906
VOWCHURCH NEWS
The Village Pub Thursday February 10 from 7pm at
Vowchurch Hall.
Vowchurch Country Market will re-open on Saturday
March 26.
VaT50 January winners were: Stella Levinge (£50) and
Theresa Marlow (£20).
Tajii Tuesdays 10-11am at Vowchurch Hall. Contact
janefleet88@gmail.com
Pilates Tuesdays at Vowchurch Hall  from 6pm
Contact hannahmthomas@hotmail.com
Bowls Wednesdays 7 - 9 pm, Vowchurch Hall
Contact Richard Stokes rtastokes@hotmail.co.uk
Vowchurch Hall is available for parties, weddings and
events as well as meetings and presentations at very
reasonable rates. Enquiries to Jane Wheatley on 01981 550791

www.vowchurchturnastonehall.co.uk
GOLDEN VALLEY DAY CENTRE
Unfortunately due to the rise in Covid 19 cases in the area
we had to shut our doors before Santa could arrive. We have
been in touch and hopefully he will make a call in the New
Year. We may be open again by the time you read this we
certainly hope so.
We are always looking for volunteers and if you feel like you
would like to help us as a volunteer please ring Mrs Kath
Gaze 01981 550579. You don’t have to do it every Monday.
We are happy with any time available. It’s just making Tea
and Coffee. All Covid precautions are being adhered to.
Feel free to drop in on a Monday between 10am and 12pm
and you will be guaranteed a warm welcome. Sarah Murrin
PETERCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
We have a few things happening in the hall over the next few
months: Free felting sessions with Caroline Gilbert starting
January 7th 1.30pm - 5pm; Gentle Dance exercise with
Abbie Mason 11.30 am-12.30 and 6.30-8pm. The Village
Art Club will be back again from Monday 31st January
7.00pm-9.00pm and also starting on Friday mornings from
February 4th 10am-12pm
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ANDREW PHILLIPS, GLANDWR FARM
Agricultural & Domestic Weed Control

Large and small areas
Fencing and Ditch cleaning
Small and large bales of Hay

and Straw
Weed wiping service

Any amounts
01873 860208 / 07903 933820

Agricultural services

MARK LEWIS
AGRICULTURAL, DOMESTIC &

EQUESTRIAN

HEDGE LAYING, FENCING &
FIREWOOD PROCESSING

TEL: (01981) 241115
MOB: 07807 079027

Animal care

Black Mountain Group Newsletter
ADVERTISING DIRECTORY

Contact: Jill Cook
Clodock Mill, Longtown, Hereford HR2 0PD

01873 860408
jill@clodockmill.com

Notices and Advertisements
HANDYMAN / GROUND MAINTENANCE

We are a small organic farm in St. Margarets growing
vegetables, fruit and flowers. We need a handy practical

person to help maintain and do repairs around the farm to
greenhouses and general buildings. We also need help with
hedges and keeping brambles etc at bay. Experience with

chainsaws and strimmers would be helpful. Hours and days
can be flexible but would not be weekend work. We are

looking for at least one day per week in the winter months
and 2 days a week in summer months.

Good pay to the right person.
Please call 07712 837988

KNITTER NEEDED

I have a spun fleece to be knitted
into a jumper.
Can anyone help please?
If so please let me know how much
this would cost.
01981 510332

GRANDSON’S
‘FIRST’ CAR WANTED

SMALL & CHEAP

PLEASE CALL

CHRIS HAYWOOD on

01873 860 655

Black Hill
Communities Network

UPRIGHT PIANO
Free, but if you wish a donation to Llanveynoe church

would be welcome.
Please collect from Craswall
For more  info: 07931503337

The Wild Bird Store
Wild Bird Food and Accessories

01432 340500

www.thewildbirdstore.co.uk

Free delivery in Herefordshire
every weekday from 9.30 am

46 Rural Enterprise Park
Vincent Carey Road, Rotherwas HR2 6FE

‘Click and Collect’, Monday-Friday, 9.30-12.30

Call for your free 24 page catalogue

Arts

Contact Nic on 07521 607029
To place your order or  to find out more.
nic.kinch@oscars.co.uk
www.oscar.co.uk/branches/herefordshire
FREE DELIVERY!

Home Delivery of Pet Food from a local business,
one less thing to worry about!

much more than pet food

● Free home delivery (using hygienic, no contact methods)
● British-made complete and balanced life-stage pet foods

○ Puppy to Senior, including Working Dog
○ Kitten to Senior with Dental Care
○ Honestly labelled and made from high quality

ingredients
○ Sensitive and special diets catered for

● Free samples or £5 starter packs for dogs and cats
● Dog chews and treats, and cat treats
● Toys and healthcare products
● Rabbit food, Fish food and Bird food
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Food & Catering

SARAH L. HOPE BSc. (Ost)

Registered Osteopath

Old Hall Farm, Orcop, Herefordshire HR2 8ET

Tel: 01981 580 371

BODY MASSAGE

MANUAL LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE

INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE

HOPI EAR CANDLING

ONCOLOGY MASSAGE

07807 820332
ABBEYDORE, HEREFORD

REPAIR ~ RENEW ~ REVIVE

Come and join us in our beautiful, heated and fully
equipped yoga studio (no need to bring anything but
yourself!).

We offer a variety of classes suitable, from Gentle
(suitable for beginners) to more advanced. Private lessons
are also available.

For more details of the timetable, events and prices please
look at our website:

Release tension

Aid Sleep

Encourage the body to re-balance naturally

Provides a complementary treatment to conventional
healthcare.

AOR registered (hot stone and VRT – vertical
reflexology also available).

Health and well-being

INDEPENDENT ADVICE • COMPETITIVE COVER

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Farm Insurance

Abergavenny based Neil Smith is best placed to give
Independent Advice, Great Premiums, Great Cover
being a Farmer in his own right.

Satisfied with your existing Insurer or not, it won’t cost
you anything to get a quote?

Pick up the phone and give Neil a call on 07885
257788 quoting
for your 20% discount.

Agricultural Insurance
with Price Checker

T: 07885 257788 E: neil@frball.com
W: www.frball.com

Business & Financial



February 2022 Directory – Page 7

PRITCHARD
SERVICE
CALL ANYTIME BETWEEN
9AM - 4PM 07773303662

AND REPAIRS

MOT Failure
repairs

Car
Service

All types of
vehicles

Services offered

anthonyandbenna@gmail.com

For all your soft furnishing needs –

curtains, pelmets, blinds, cushions,
bedding and more

Please contact

Fiona Witcher
01981 242040 / 07811 396258

City & Guilds qualified. Free home consultation.

Fountain Cottage
Newton St Margarets
Hereford
HR2 0QW
jo.rowland@hotmail.com
01981 510136
07917 125053

Monday-Thursday 9-3.30 ~ Friday 9-12

Local Makers

Christopher Sheehan. HSEC. FwSS.
Sessions in Hereford and Longtown

chris@eryritai-ji.co.uk
01873 860667
07870 149 745

www.eryritai-ji.co.uk

HEALING-SHIATSU

Airguns
Shotguns

Rifles

Servicing, Repairs, Alterations,
Refinishing and Gun Fitting.

Registered Firearms Dealer
Contact James Phillips

07503 616760
james@thegunworks.co.uk

www.thegunworks.co.uk

Is your Broadband
driving you mad?
Are you unable to use the
internet as you would like?
Are you unable to use services like BBC iPlayer and
Netflix, which require a faster, more consistent
connection?

Access to reliable, high speed broadband is patchy
in our area, with some properties struggling to
receive more than 1Mbps download speeds.
Hopefully, high-speed fibre broadband will reach us
all one day, but if like me, you don’t want to wait,
there may be alternatives. In many locations where
the existing phone line broadband is only able to
provide very low broadband speeds, the 4g mobile
phone network is capable of providing 70Mbps,
which is easily enough to stream HD movies and can
provide a consistent, high quality service. There are
other benefits to using 4g mobile broadband over
services provided by BT and other cable based
providers.

Contact: Ben Hill
Tel: 01981 510136

Mob: 07990 638125
Email: bingoben@hotmail.com

If you suffer with poor internet speeds or WiFi dead
spots in your home, I may be able to help.

Maintenance & Services

Home and Domestic

All types of cleaning – Private houses & House Keeping
service for Holiday Homes/Lets/B&Bs etc.

High standard of work.
All aspects of Horse Help undertaken

Clipping, sale/show prep, local horse transportation.
Experienced and capable rider and Groom.

Happy to tackle a wide range of jobs, No job too small.
Just Ask Gabz!!!!

Reliable, Local, Friendly, Helpful
Excellent references available. Non Smoker

Tel – 07875 535 619 / 01981 510606
Email – askgabz@yahoo.co.uk

Life can be complicated. If you, your family or someone you
care about are having a tough time I offer social, emotional
and behavioural support. From an informal discussion (cake
optional...) through to intensive mentoring, together we can:
Gently explore what is happening.
Set simple goals so the positives replace the not-so-
positives.
Find and use your strengths to help you be kinder to
yourself.

Impartial, consistent and objective support
from someone with over 20 years experience.
Support grounded in Social Work Theory and

Evidence Based Practice.
Acceptance and encouragement

Reassurance of what is working well. Flexible times
and places to meet.

Prevention of issues worsening.
Improved self esteem and confidence. Improved

relationships.
A stronger, happier you.

Patient - Sensitive - Friendly
For a free initial discussion
please call me anytime on

07973 332990 / (01981) 570763
at www.carlgriffithssupport.org or

email:carl.griff071@gmail.com
I'd like to help.

Personal and Family Support
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Property services

Personal services

Monmouth
MemorialsLtd
MONUMENTAL MASONS EST.  1988

Nigel Cave
BRAMM Registered Mason

(British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons)

Suppliers of quality memorials at
competitive prices, additional
inscriptions and renovations

undertaken with free quotations and
inscription proofs provided

Tel: 01600 890 098
Mobile 07950 117 122
monmouthmemorial@aol.com

Showroom at
51 Edde Cross St

Ross-on-Wye
HR9 7BZ

All aspects of groundworks, construction and steel
building erections

We specialise in:
Ground source heat systems
Electric cables
Ponds/lakes
Treatment plants
Supply & disposal of soils
Tree shear with 300mm cut
Bulldozing
Tractor & Dump trailer hire
Footings
Concreting
Ditching
Pipe laying
Site clearance
Muck away
Driveways
Drainage

Contact: Tommy Wood-Cole
Phone: 07964355422
Email: TommyWood-Cole@hotmail.com

RP ELECTRICAL
All Electrical Work Undertaken

Testing & Inspection
PAT Testing & Fault Finding
All carried out by Qualified Electrician

07814 008626

Private Hire

01981 510356
Booking

16 & 8 seat minibuses
4 seat Land Rover Discovery

Weddings, celebrations, restaurants,
shopping, rail & air travel
Hassle-free travel to suit you

Produce and Products

THE GOAT COMPANY
Luxury Mohair products from

our prize-winning flock of
Angora Goats.

Visit the shop and meet the goats.
Darren Farm, Llanveynoe

Open 11am to 4.30pm except Sundays

Independent Funeral Directors

Unit 3, Wormbridge Court, Wormbridge,
Hereford, HR2 9DH

44ethanmitchell@gmail.com

Tech Support
Having technical issues?
For any kind of problem
big or small

Ethan Mitchell
Services include: Hardware repairs. Device setup
including printers, Software selection and use,
General guidance.
To contact send an email, or text on

07945 960623
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AVALON TREE SURGERY
WE CARE FOR YOUR TREES

MATTHEW THOMAS
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

NPTC QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED

WWW.AVALONTREESURGERY.CO.UK

01981 541307
07794 569284

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN

DAVID TUGWELL Tech Cert. Arbor A
Bridge End, Newton St Margarets. HR2 OQP

Tel: 01981 510104 / 07968 093898

Specialists in:
Tree Reports & Surveys,
Stump Removal with a
High Power Narrow
Access Stump Grinder
for all those inaccessible
stumps

For a professional service in all
aspects of tree care, including
Pruning, Felling, Planting
Supplying Trees & Shrubs and
Hedge Maintenance

TUGWELL TREE
SERVICES

K&D building and landscaping

All aspects of building new and old
undertake

Drainage specialist/septic tanks

Fencing specialists

All aspects of landscaping/
patios/decking /ponds/retainers
and stone walls

All internal work carried out

Over 20 years experience between
us and a large portfolio

Mob: 07810 288115

Evenings: 01432 378163

kwilliamson027@hotmail.co.uk

MATTHEW MAFLIN
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING AND

DECORATING SERVICES
Internal and exterior decoration

Tel: 01873 860867
Mobile: 07497258129

matthewmaflin@gmail.com
Public Liability Insurance held

References available on request

Scrub Clearance and Timber Extraction
Most types of scrub and woodland cleared,

including brambles, bracken and gorse, as well
as meadow/small field topping. Sloping and
narrow access areas reached using compact

(Alpine) tractor semi-offset topper and
mulching flail.

Timber forwarding service also available.
Felled timber moved using Alpine tractor and

trailer with crane.
Call Ben Hill

01981 510136 or 07990 638125

Woodland and Garden

tjsj@me.com

Painting & Decorating
Tim Jones
Tel  01981 540242
Mob  07810 895355

3 Generations of experience,
specialising in Painting & Decorating
services.
General property maintenance
duties carried out.
Fully insured.
Good competitive rates.
A high standard of workmanship &
customer satisfaction guaranteed.

DECOR
SOLUTIONS

Richard Watkins
01981 240 185
07947 959 452

Sooty’s
Chimney

Service



February 2022 – Page 10

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 7.30 am - 5.30 pm
Late night Thurs: 7.30 am - 7.00 pm
Saturday:  7.30 am - 4.00 pm
Sunday  (Nov - April): 10.00 am - 12 noon
 (May - Oct): 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
Bank Holiday Mondays 10.00 am - 2.00 pm

We are very, very grateful for your continued custom.
Hopes of Longtown – Open seven days a week 01873 860444

www.hopesoflongtown.co.uk / @HopesofLongtown / info@hopesoflongtown.co.uk
join our Facebook group Hopes of Longtown and post community/charity events for free

Like our Hopes of Longtown business page to keep up to date with news
Tag us in your passion for food and community via

Twitter / Instagram / Pinterest / Facebook

LONGTOWN POST OFFICE
Saturday 9am ~ 11am & Monday to Friday 10.30am ~ 3.30pm
Rolling Stone Stamps are available at the Post Office, they are 4 different first class stamps to send or receive if
you are lucky.
If you have used stamps we collect them to pass onto a customer for charity please leave space around each
stamp.
Longtown Post Office can scan QR codes to return your parcels
When you cash money you are now helping the Trussel Trust. 1p for each transaction is donated and so
far £38,000 has been raised for the charity
Pay your bills at our Post Office If an invoice has a barcode on it, it is likely it can be paid at the Post Office
when you want, using cash, card or cheque (except Welsh Water).   Keep track and you can pay your council
tax, BT, Water, nPower, at the Post Office on a day you choose.
Save time, use our Post Office as your bank for personal & business accounts

● Using your bank card you can pay cash into most personal and business bank accounts
● Using a personalised paying in slip you can pay cash into your personal and business bank accounts
● Using a personalised paying in slip and an envelope you can pay cheques into personal and business

accounts. We have the paying in envelopes, please ask us for spare ones if you are self isolating and wish
to prepare in advance

Sadly no posties are based at ours, so if you want to chase a letter or parcel please call Royal Mail
Hereford on 01432 346100

Thank you for spending your £15 at Hopes
We have been so excited how many of you have chosen to spend your £15 from Herefordshire Council with us
and on tip top local products.
This February enjoy goodies from Neals Yard Creamery based in Dorstone, delivered fresh to us every Thursday.
They supply us with Finn and perroche cow’s milk cheese using milk form Walterstone. Truly delicious local treat
within ten miles from field to our fridge. We stock two sizes of crème fraîche and three yoghurt options, if you
would like a catering size just ask and we will order it in.
If you fancy spring cleaning early, we stock Nancy Birtwhislte Clean and Green, for Eco inspiration. Plus many of
her base ingredients such as citric acid, bicarbonate of soda, vinegar and lemons.
Just in case Christine (me) finally types it up and sends it over to the architect: In a nutshell we plan to use shipping
containers to rent out and have a cafe. It has become critical because we need the roof covered in solar panels for
energy to reduce our bills.
Have Hopes to yourself
Wanting you to continue to feel safe especially as masks are no longer mandatory. Enjoy the entire shop to browse
local produce, unique crafts and gifts in a safe, relaxed environment with no time pressure. We can happily put the
kettle on Wednesday evenings or Sunday afternoons.
Twinkling stars, thank you so much for your Christmas orders. They make Christmas week easier as we juggle
to keep shelves fully stocked with all options.



Our New Years Day Dip in the river was a great success, raising £1,100 for the
Midlands Air Ambulance. We had a vocal and enthusiastic crowd cheering on the
seven hardy locals in the river, fantastic hot food and a helping hand from above
with heavenly weather.

All made possible by a great team effort.

Same again next year? Watch this space………….

Clodock Splashes Out

Editor’s note:  The colour printing for this page has been funded by a private donation.
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FEBRUARY CHURCH SERVICES
6th February
9.30am Craswall Communion

13th February
9.30am Llanveynoe Coffee & Chat
11am St Margaret’s Service of the Word

20th February
9.30am Michaelchurch Morning Prayer
6pm Clodock Communion

27th February
9.30am Craswall Celtic Prayer
11am Newton Communion

FEBRUARY DIARY AND EVENTS PLANNER

Wed 02 February 2.30pm - 4.30pm Longtown Library, with tea and chat. Longtown Village Hall
Mon 07 February 19:30:00 Longtown & District Historial Society, Longtown Village Hall
Tue 08 February 20:00:00 Longtown & District WI: Helen Richardson, The work of Women’s Aid

and the nature of domestic abuse
Wed 02 March 2.30pm - 4.30pm Longtown Library, with tea and chat. Longtown Village Hall
Thu 03 March 2.00 - 5.00pm Longtown Thursday Club, Longtown Village Hall
Mon 07 March 7.30pm Longtown & District Historial Society, Longtown Village Hall
Wed 09 March 7.00 for 7.30pm Flicks in the Sticks, Escleyside Hall: The Courier (12a)
Sat 12 March 12.00 - 2.00pm Lent Lunch, Lower House Farm (Wild By Nature), Llanveynoe
Wed 16 March 7.00 for 7.30pm Flicks in the Sticks, Escleyside Hall: Petite Maman (U)
Thu 17 March 2.00 - 5.00pm Longtown Thursday Club, Longtown Village Hall
Sat 19 March 5.00pm Concerts for Craswall: The Pelléas Ensemble, St Michael’s Church,

Michaelchurch Escley
Wed 23 March 12.00 - 2.00pm Lent Lunch, Longtown Village Hall
Thu 31 March 2.00 - 5.00pm Longtown Thursday Club, Longtown Village Hall
Fri 01 April 12.00 - 2.00pm Lent Lunch, Upper Newton (Mary Powell)
Mon 04 April 7.30pm Longtown & District Historial Society, Longtown Village Hall
Sat 28 May 7.00pm Concerts for Craswall: Beethoven, Mahler & Brahms, Dore Abbey
Sat 09 July 2022 7.00pm Concerts for Craswall: The Sounds of Purcell, Bach & Vivaldi,

Dore Abbey

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

We will be back on Saturday 5th February 10.30 – 11.30 we will be hearing from the New Years Day swim in Clodock
where they were raising money for the Air Ambulance. We have community 5 tracks from

Chris Haywood and Tracey Prall and much more.

If you would like to do your community 5 tracks, have a SHOUT OUT, or something you would like to hear on the radio
please visit our website https://www.blackhillcommunityradio.org.uk or Ring Vicki on 01981 240248

Thank you for listening!!

Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team
Peterchurch Police & Fire Hub, Hereford HR2 0RU. 01981 550253
PC 3687 Jeff Rouse  07870 150972
PCSO 6378 Pete Knight 07773 053 919 peter.knight@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Contact: 101 ext 4820 – Email: goldenvalley.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

Village hall contacts
Craswall Hall
Bookings: Janet Watkins 01981 510226
General inquiries: Christine Cleaton,
cleatonfamily@btinternet.com
Escleyside Hall
Rachel Pritchard: 01981 510368
rachel.pritchard86@hotmail.co.uk

Longtown Hall
Mark Ewins, 01873 860829
www.longtownvillagehall.org.uk
bookings@longtownvillagehall.org.uk
Newton Church Room
Mary Powell: 01981 510295
mary.powell37@btinternet.com

Escley & District Sports Pavilion
Kirsty, 01981 510682
www.escleysportspavilion.com
escleysportspavilion@gmail.com


